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Kremlin blockade hits Lithuania 


MOSCOW (R) — LHhnwito edged daw to nwaic cala|>M Frktay 
■wkr the preware of a Kreurito blockade « Mwcsw’s pta» for radkaf 
rrnmalL reform no Into o ffwWw from the Soviet Onkn’s second 
repobBc. Soviet: Prhne Nikolai Kydkor ft rotad to 

If the refor ms bfled to gala support, a pp ore afly huadtog tor 
aK&rmmtm with the Ukraine, which arid It “woutdl toad to fha 
and miners who said they might cafl a uat h ws l strike. 
Mnseow*a Mwkaito rfliHw—la, ImpM rf hat math to try to farce Itto 
nafad Hi March 11 fadepeudaKc (federation, hit deeper Friday . “Today 
we cat off the supplies cf hot wato 1 and steam to afl ofcrpriM* except to 
Base of vltai Impor ta nce, each as food and food-procew to g plants, n aid 
Ambryazaridos, a mo nb cr of Uthnto’i anthblockade 
**We expect a number of enterprises which an hot wsttor and 
to be diioed from Monday, when we expect 109,040 people to be oat 
®f work,” |w said boa the Llthwitm capital VUw. Ia Moscow, 
Ukofas depot; NBcoU Medvedev said Soriet ftri deP Mfthsfl 
Gtrtmhei had told Mm be waated a p caceflil end to the 
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Bush names new 
envoy to Jordan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush has announced 
he will nominate Roger Gran 
Harrison, a career diplomat with 
experience in the Defence De- 
partment and the Stale Depart- 
ment, as U.S. ambassador to 
Jordan. He would succeed Ros- 
coe Seldon Snddarth. Harrison, 
47, most recently has served as 
diplomat-in-residence at Colora- 
do College. From 1987-89 he was 
deputy assistant defence secret- 
ary for politico-military affairs, 
and from 1985-87, he was politic- 
al counsellor for the American 
embassy in Tel Aviv. He has also 
served in senior positions at the 
U.S. embassy in London 


Hurd due here 
on May 30 

AMMAN (Petra) — British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
will pay an official visit to Jordan 
between 30th May and June 
1,1990. Hurd's visit to Jordan 
comes in response to an invitation 
extended to him by his Jordanian 
counterpart Marwan Al Gas cm. 


Rabbi says Shamir 
eats forbidden fish 


TEL AVTV (R) — A politically- 
influential rabbi who helped 
bring down Israel’s government 
has assailed Prime Munster Yit- 
zhak S hamir for eating fish for- 
bidden by Jewish law. In remarks 
broadcast by Israel Radio, Rabbi 
Ovadia Yosef, 70, spiritual leader 
of the ultra-religkm Shas parly, 
told other rabbis that S hamir 
loved to eat forbidden fish while 
his wife sought out forbidden 
food at restaurants abroad. Yosef 
said former Defence Minister 
Ariel Sharon, a leader in Sha- 
mir’s hardline Likud Party, ate 
poik, and therefore Likud was no 
better than the Labour Party. 


Normalcy prevails as 


independence marked 


By Nermeen Murad 
and P.V. Yivekanand 


AMMAN — Jordan Friday cele- 
brated Independence Day as 
calm prevailed in refugee camps 
in and around Amman and other 
areas hit by violent protests 
against last week's massacre of 
Palestinians near Tel Aviv and in 
the occupied territories. 

A big demonstration was 
staged in the city of Zarqa mark- 
ing Independence Day, but it was 
totally peaceful, residents con- 
tacted by telephone said. “Tlie 
demonstrators carried the Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian .flags as well 
as portraits of His Majesty King 
Hussein and chanted slogans 
praising the King and Jordan’s 


stand towards the Palestinian 
cause,” said one resident. No 
estimate of people taking part in 
foe rally was immediately avail- 
able, but several residents said it 
“ran into thousands.” 

It was the second demonstra- 
tion in the northern dty. On 
Thursday, residents staged a rally 
to mark Independence Day in the 
city (see page 3), two days after it 
was hit by violent dashes be- 
tween demonstrators who ran 
wild and security forces. During 
Thursday’s and Friday’s demon- 
strations, security forces kept 
-vigil and assisted the organised 
movement of foe rallies, residents 
said. 

“We sacrifice our blood and 



(Continued on page 8) 


Israel turning away from 


political solution — Qasem 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Jor- 
dan said Friday Israel had aban- 
doned political means to resolve 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and was 
trying to create a new reality by 
resorting to military means. 

Addressing a meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers gathered here to 
prepare for the May 28 emergen- 
cy Arab summit. Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem said that at a 
time when international relations 
were taking a new shape, Israel 
was trying to ensure continued 
Western support by undertinmg 
its role as a guarantor for oil flow 
from the Middle East even if it 
meant use of force. 

Qasem said Arab sup po r t for 
foe Palestinian uprising and the 


.Arab frontline states is vital for 
defending the Arab Order and 
called for “investments for Arab 
security and stability.” 

He referred to suggestions that 
Jordan cat its military spending* 
and reduce the number of its 
aimed forces as part of its econo- 
mic adjustment programmes. 
“We wonder whether these ideas 
would be accepted by the Arab 
Nation at a time when brad is 
increasing its nrihtaiy prepara- 
tions in a bid to implement the 
final phase of its plans to settle 
the Palestinian problem," he 
said. “If this is accept a ble to yon 
then it practically means that yon 
have voluntarily accepted to 
■abandon the first defence line of 
the entire Arab Nation,” he said. 


Qasem reviewed the pressures 
Jordan has been exposed to since 
the late seventies and said the 
Kingdom “would not have been 
able to resist them had it not been 
for our resolve to adhere to the 
causes of our nation ignoring our 
personal interests.” 

Qasem said the new interna- 
tional environment had “snatch- 
ed from a nnmber of developing 
countries the margin of move- 
ment which was allowed by the 
two superpowers.” 

“For special reasons and con- 
siderations, tite Soviet Union has 
opted to abandon c om pet iti on 
with the United States, thus mov- 
ing ns In a transitional stage 


(Continued on page 5) 


Police chief 
says probe 


on into 


mob attacks 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Public Security 
Department (PSD) has launched 
an investigation into Tuesday’s 
mob attacks against banks, 
breweries and rest auran ts in Zar- 
qa and Rnsseifa and will bring to 
justice whoever is responsible for 
instigating and carrying out those 
attacks 

In a statement he made to the 
Jordan Times Thursday, PSD 
Chief Major General Fadel AH 
Fhcid said justice will take its 
course against those whose culpa- 
bility is proven beyond doubt. 

Fheid denied accusations that 
banks, breweries and re s ta ura nts 
were deliberately left without 
police protection when the mobs 
attacked them with stones and 
metal bars or that police rein- 
forcements took too long to ar- 
rive at the scene. 

In the kind of situation the 
country was going through that 
evening, Fheid said, there was no 
way the police could have been 
present at every point all the 
time. But once the security forces 
knew of the incidents at Zarqa 
and Rnsseifa, they moved quickly 
to restore calm and order, he 
added. * 

. The general said the police 
force had leads into who might 
have been behind the attacks but 
that any indictment would have 
to wait until the culpability of any 
suspects can be proved to cou r t s . 

“A crime is a crime, no matter 
who perp e trates it,” said fte 


(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat calls for ‘emergency 


force’ to protect Palestinian; 


GENEVA (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat urged 
the U.N. Security Council Friday 
to send an e m erg e ncy force to 
protect foe Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories from a 
“war of extermination.” 
Opening an emergency council 
session, Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO), called for an end to 
the Israeli army’s occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, a 
ban on Jewish settlements in foe 
territories and international sanc- 
tions against Israel. 

The PLO leader said the vio- 
lence “has reached an extremely 
dangerous and explosive point.” 
“The situation now requires 
urgent action in order to enforce 


reverence for international legi- 
timacy,” he said. “Over 30 
months, the Israeli occupation 
forces have been waging a war of 
extermination on all fronts.” 

Arafat vowed the 30-month 
Palestinian uprising will continue 
until Israel is ousted from the 
occupied territories. 

He urged appointment of a 
permanent U.N. envoy to moni- 
tor the situation, a Security 
Council investigation into “all 
crimes” committed by Israel 
against Palestinians, and immedi- 
ate preparations for an interna- 
tional Middle East peace confcrn- 
ce. 

Early responses from otheT de- 
legates were largely non- 
committal, through Fraqce said 


Arafat’s proposal should get “se- 
rious consideration.’' 

Israel dismissed any U.N. 
monitoring of the West Bank and 
Gaza following an upsurge of 
violence triggered by an Israeli 
gunman who killed eight Palesti- 
nian labourers last Sunday. 

“It requires the consent of all 
parties and we will not give that 
consent,” Israel's delegate. De- 
puty Foreign Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, said shortly before 
the council began the special ses- 
sion in the U.N. European head- 
quarters in Geneva. 

Arafat, speaking for nearly an 
hoar, did not say what sort of 


(Combined os page S) 


Palestinian dies in Jerusalem; 


settler stabbed in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian work- 
ers stabbed and seriously wound- 
ed an Israeli settler in the occu- 
pied West Bank Friday while 
most of tire occupied territories 
were under curfew to prevent 
unrest. 

Palestinians said a 22-year-okl 
Arab collapsed and died on Fri- 
day after soldiers chased trim 
from a street barricade in Gaza 
City. They said Yousef Kamel 
Ashour had a history of heart 
jxoblems. 

The stabbing victim was in fair 
condition, an army spokesman 
said. He said the motive for the 
stabbing was apparently Palesti- 
nian nationalism. 

The attack came as the army 
enforced widespread curfews in 


the occupied te rri tories, confin- 
ing more than a million Palesti- 
nians to their homes to prevent 
violence before Friday prayer ser- 
vices and a speech by Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat in Geneva. 

Most of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip has been 
under curfew since Sunday when 
the massacre of eight Arab 
labourers by an Israeli gunman 
set off widespread unrest. Sixteen 
Palestinians have been killed and 
hundreds wounded in clashes 
with tiie army since foe slayings 
near Ted Aviv. 

The army said Friday’s attack 
occurred on tile Hamra settle- 
ment 12 kilometres east of Nab- 
lus, the West Bank’s largest dty. 

Four Palestinians from the 
nearby village of Tamoun attack- 


ed the settler with knives, said the 
army spokesman. 

“Four people came up to him. 
their identities are known. They 
had worked in Hamra in the past. 
We don’t know what t ran s pi red 
between them and him,” Major- 
General Yitzhak Mordschai. 
commander over tire West Bank, 
said during a visit. 

“To my great regret there have 
been other inddents of this sort. 
There could be many reasons for 
it,” he said. 

The Islamic Jihad movement in 
the occupied territories, held re- 
sponsible for numerous previous 
stabbing*, called in a leaflet ear- 
lier this month for “a revolution 
of knives.” 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Yemeni opposition groups win 
official foothold in political life 


Iran agrees to resume 
stalled Gulf peace talks 


Soviet-Israeli ties -Capitsa 


SANAA (Agencies) — Yemeni opposition groups 
have won an mffigial foothold in political life with the 
appointment of a handful of their members to the 
parliament of die three-day-old unified state. 


President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
also named a 45-member council 
of advisers, including some 
powerful critics of unification like 
Sheikh Abdullah Ibn Hussein A1 
Ahmar, head of the northern 
Hashid Tribal Confederation. 

Diplomats say the sheikh has a 
private army of at least 25,000 
men. 

Brigadier Abdullah Hussein AJ 
Busheiri, the former North 
Yemeni chief of staff, was named 
to bead the 64,000-man armed 
forces of the combined state. 

After years spent in exile — 
southern dissidents in North Ye- 
men and northerners in the Sooth — 
opposition groups are gearing up 
for a promised era of multi-party 
politics in the united Yemeni 
republic proclaimed Tuesday. 

During a 30-month run-up to 
general elections parliament will 
have 301 members: the 159 mem- 
bers of the former northern 
assembly, the South's 111 MPs 
and 31 chosen by President Saleh, 
former leader of the North. 

Nearly half of the 31 lawmak- 
ers named Thursday night were 
drawn from opposition groups. 
Others included independents 
and members of the ruling parties 
in the two former states. 

Mohammad Ali Haithen, a 
southern dissident who was once 
prime minister, told Reuters the 
opposition parties were not con- 
sulted about the parliamentary 
appointments and none of the 
chosen members were heads of 
their organisations. 

But he added: “They are prob- 
ably the most effective repre- 
sentative of their political par- 
ties." 

Five of the MPs were drawn 
from the Democratic Unionist 
Party, the followers of Ali Nasser 
Mohammad who was overthrown 
as southern president in 1986 and 
took refuge in the North. 

Four of the new appointees are 
from the National Democratic 
Front, the main northern opposi- 
tion group formerly based in the 


southern capital Aden. 

Ah' Sheikh Omer was the only 
representative of the National 
Congress, a coalition of exiled 
southern groups. 

Other appointees included pro- 
Iraqi Baathist Abdul Rahman 
Mahjoub and pro-Syrian Baathist 
Abdul Hafidh Qaid. The two 
Baatfa parties have agreed to 
cooperate for the sake of Yemeni 
unity bat analysts say a merger is 
unlikely. 

Najib Qahtan A1 Shaabi, son of 
the first president of Sooth Ye- 
men, and Abdullah Saleh Saba, 
wbo was once the South's police 
commissioner, were also named 
to sit in parliament. 

The advisory council includes 
the South's Haider Abu Bakr A1 
Atlas, prime minister in the unity 
cabinet announced Thursday, 
and vice-president Ali Salem Al 
Beidh, former leader of the 
South’s Socialist Party. 

Saleh appointed a 39-man 
cabinet to oversee a transitional 
period prior to multi-party elec- 
tions in 1992. 

Decrees issued late Thursday 
by Saleh listed a cabinet selected 
by Attas with a balanced repre- 
sentation from North and South. 

Attas, former figurehead presi- 
dent of the South, stressed in a 
public announced “efficiency.... 
and ability to shoulder a historic 
responsibility" as criteria for his 
choice of 20 from the North and 
18 phis himself from the South in 
die -new cabinet. 

His first deputy premier is Has- 
san Moh am mad Maklti. formerly 
deputy prime minister of the 
North. 

Saleh, the ruler of the merged 
state and former president of the 
North, is flanked by Vice Presi- 
dent AH Salem Al Beidh. 

Beidh’s “perestroika’* last year 
was the catalyst that maria the 
long-standing push of the North 
for a merger finally succeed. 

Together with Saleh, -Beidh 
dropped several procedural steps 
for the merger. 


United Yemen’s first government 

SANAA (R) — The ffa-st g o ve rnm ent of the Yews! Republic, 
i M u ai on Sanaa television Thursday after Tuesday's merger 
of North and Sooth Yemen: 

President AH Abdullah Saleh (North) 

Vice Pit dda t ............ ..... AH Salem A1 Baidh (South) 

Presidential Council: AH Abdullah Saleh, AH Salem A1 Baidh, 
Kadi Abdul Karim AJ ArasM (North), Abdul Aziz Abdulghani 
(North), Salem Saleh Mohammad (South).... 

Cabinet 

Prime Minister ...... Haider Aba Bakr A1 Attas (South) 

First Deputy Prime Minister Hassan Mobamed Makki (North) 
Deputy PJML, Internal Affairs Msjaldd Abu Shwareb (North) 
Dep. P.M., securfty/Defence Brig. Saleh Obekl Ahmad (South) 
Dep. PJML, Labour/ A datofa trattve Reform 

Mo ha mmed Haider Masdous (South) 


Ministers 

Reconstruction AbduQah Hnssein A1 Kfaurshmni (North) 

Foreign Affairs Abdul Karim AILryanl (North) 

Yemeni Expatriates Saleh Montasser A1 SaTffi (South) 

Industry ......... ........... Mohammed Said A1 Attar (North) 

OH and Minerals ...... Saleh Abu Bakr Dm Hussahwon (South) 

Supply and Trade FadhkMohsto AbduBah (South) 

Local Adurinbtmtian MoImmbmJ 9hmJ Atwtwtiai, 

Interior ................... — ..... Ghakd Al Qomesh (North) 

Finance Elwi Sekfa A1 Salami (North) 

Education ................ ■ Mohammad Abduflahh A1 Jaifl (North) 

Justice Abdul Wase Abdul Salem (South) 

Religious Guidance Mhhshi Mohammed AlUIufl (North) 

Information ............... Mohammad Ahmad Garboum (South) 

. Culture Hassan A1 Land (North) 

Transport ....................... Saleh AbMah Mnthuana (South) 

WiIwAj i ........................ Salem Mohammad Jahran (South) 

Housfang/Urtmn Planning ... Abdul QawiMuthenaHadi (South) 
H ealth .._ — Mohammad AH Mugabfl (North) 
A grk n ltnr e/Water resource s ..... Sadeq Andn Abu Ras (North) 

Tonrimi ...» Mohnmad Abdnflab Af Arasi (South) 

Defence Haflbem Qasrim Taber (Sooth) 

Labour Vocational Training Abdul Rahman Dhaflmn (South) 
Higher Edncathm/Sdeace ...... Ahmad Salem A1 Qadhi (South) 

Electricity AVater 

Abdul Wahab Mahmoud Abdul w-a (North) 

CSvfl Service .... Mohammad AJ Kbadem A1 W^feefa (North) 

Phmufng and Pevdopaaent ........... Farqj Dm Ghaaem (South) 

rjuMiiMlMdnw ............... ....... Mohammad Al And (North) 

Legal Affiafrs Israel Abnad Al Wazeer (North) 

Social Security ............. Ahmad Moh«madLuqmau (North) 

Youth/Sport Mnhamaiad Ahmad AlKahaab (North) 

M i nisters of State 


Foreign Affrin Abdul Aziz AlDafi (South) 

Cabinet AfErirs ..... Yahya Hussein Al Aradii (North) 

T B rHain e ata ry Afflrira Rashid Mohammad Unbtt (South) 

Without Portfolio ....... Mnhsin Al Al Hamdanl (North) 


Poll results cancelled in 10 Syrian districts 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria has 
cancelled results from 10 poffing 
stations after reports of vote 
fraud in general elections earlier 
this week. 

Interior Minister Mohammad 
Harba said in a statement he had 
received reports from Central 
Polling Committees in two dries 
that results from the 10 stations 
were void because the number of 
ballots did not match the number 
of people known to have voted. 


He said investigators would 
.question electoral supervisors in 
the districts concerned. 

Syrians voted Tuesday and 
Wednesday in elections for 250 
members for parliament. Nearly 
9.000 candidates competed in the 
poll, marked by the most lively 
campaigning in Syria in more 
than 20 years. 

The minister said the cancelled 
results were from seven stations 
in the nort hw estern port city of 


T-atakia and three in the central 
dty of Dayr Al Zor. 

He said polling in die Dayr Al 
Zor districts would be r ep ra ted 
starting Thursday and in Latakia 
starting Friday. 

According to the election law 
voting hours on the first day are 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. and on die second 
day 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Legal experts said the new vot- 
ing might postpone announce- 
ment of final results. 


Severe quakes shake south Sudan 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Se- 
vere earthquakes repeatedly, 
shook southern Sudan for the 
second time in a week Thursday, 
leaving people In the provincial 
town of Juba “very scared," 
travellers reaching Nairobi said 
Friday. 

“It went on and off all night. A 
building at the airport collapsed 
and there appears to be damage 
in the town,” said Bob Koepp of 
the Lutheran World Federation. 

Koepp runs a relief air shutde 
from Nairobi and was relaying a 
report from one of his pilots who 
made a round trip to Juba Fri- 
day morning. 

The pilot did not go into town 
and had no information about 
possible casualties, Koepp said. 
He added the runway bad sus- 
tained no damage. 

Koepp reported the pilot as 
saying the quake began at 9.35 
p.m. (1835 GMT) with tremors 
continuing until 5 a.m. (0200 


GMT). 

The U.S. Geological Survey in 
Boulder, Colorado, reported a 
quake measuring 7.1 on the Rich- 
ter Scale struck about 80 
kilometres east of Juba shortly 
after a 6.8 tremor rocked the 
same area. 

The Hong Kong Observatory 
also reported a 6.8 trembr in the 
same region but made no men- 
tion of the 7.1 quake. 

The quakes were strong 
enough to be felt in neighbouring 
Uganda and western Kenya and 
shook buddings near Lake Vic- 
toria, about 600 kilometres south 
of the epicentre, the Daily Nation 
newspaper of Nairobi reported 
Friday. 

In Cairo, Rashad M. Kebeasy, 
a geologist, said the quakes were 
aftershocks of last weekend's ear- 
thquake. 

“They’re too big, but they de- 
finitely are aftershocks. We told 
the Sudanese embassy to expect 


severe aftershocks like these," 
Kebeasy said. 

He is president of Egypt’s 
National Research Institute of 
Astronomy and Geophysics. 

The quakes were in the same 
area where one measuring 7.4 
struck Saturday. The area is 
sparsely populated, with the few 
residences consisting of grass- 
thatched mud huts. 

The Hong Kong Centre said 
the quake’s epicentre was 1,066 
kilometres south o f Kh artoum. 

The Richter Scale is a gauge of 
the energy released by an earth- 
quake, as measured by ground 
motion recorded .on a seismo- 
graph. 

Every increase of one number 
means that the ground mdtion is 
10 times greater. A quake of 
magnitude 6 can cause severe 
damage on land while a tremor of 
magnitude 7 is capable of causing 
heavy and widespread damage. 


Algeria 
confirms 
Abu Nidal 
group 
infighting 

ALGIERS (R) — Prime Minister 
Moukxid Hamroucbe has said a 
kidnapping attempt had taken 
place in Algeria involving a fac- 
tional fight within a Palestinian 
group. 

He gave few details, but a 
dissident from tire Fateh Revolu- 
tionary Council of Abu Nidal said 
last month one of his colleagues 
had been attacked in Algiers on 
April 25. 

“Palestinians have always had 
internal problems. Until now 
Algeria has been spared. Now 
unfortunately there was a case, a 
kidnapping attempt that was con- 
trolled and eliminated by our 
(security) services,” Hanuoudbe 
told state radio. 

. The dissident, Atef Abu Bakr, 
broke with Abu Nidal last Octo- 
ber and accused him of killing 
scores of members of the orga- 
nisation in Libya. 

Abu Bakr said the colleague, 
Abderrahman Issa, was the target 
of an assassination attempt by 
three men, one of whom Issa 
recognised as working at Abu 
Nidal’s Algiers office. 

Diplomatic sources in Algiers 
said Issa had been wounded. 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iraxr 
has agreed to resume ' stalled 
peace talks with Iraq, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Manoucbehr 
Mottaki said Friday; 

The Islamic Repub lic Ne ws 
Agency (IRNA), mo ni tored in 
Cyprus, reported Mottaki as 
saying that Iran had given a 
“positive response" to a recent 
letter by. Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein for a resumption 

of the ta lk s, 

Mottalti added that “we hope 
the Iraqi gov ernm ent has found a 
political decision for a durable 
peace between the two coun- 
tries,” IRNA sakL 

The full contents of Saddam’s 
letter have not been disclosed. 

But accordi n g to press reports 
in Tehran and Kuwait, it includes 
a renewed demand for talks and 
concedes that the sovereignty of 
the Shatt Al Arab w at e rwa y is 
negotiable. 

Iraq’s claim over the strategic 
waterway was the main stumbling 
Mock in peace talks which began 
five days after an Aug. 20; 1988 
ceasefire suspended eight years of 
war between the two Gulf foes. 

Baghdad has refused to recog- 
nise a 1975 treaty drawing part of 
the Iran-Iraq border mid-stream 
in the Shatt Al Arab, and has laid 
full dans to the strategic water- 
way. 

Tehran also insists that Bagh- 
dad withdraw troops from Iranian 
territory captured towards the 
end of the war. 

Four rounds of United Nations 
sponsored talks, the last in April 
1989, were stalled without arty' 
resolution of the handles. 

The EngKdh - lBtig Mui ge Tehran 
Times on May 12, quoted Rafsan- 


. jam as saying he saw some signs 
of sin c eri ty in the Iraqi message, 
but that be was concerned about 
•i^the other side's in t en tio ns ." 

The ne w spap e r said tins re- 
flected Iran’s fears that Iraq 
wanted direct peace talks with 
Ran, but outside the United Na- 
tions Resolution 598, which 
baited the conflict. ' 

“It can be gleaned that Iraq 
wishes to hold (Greet talks with 
ban, but outside the framework 
provided by the U.N. resolu- 
tion," the paper said. 

An Iranian parliamentarian, 
Sadeq Khalkhaii, said earlier this 
month that Tehran’s reply in- 
sisted Saddam - was responsible 
for the war. 

The failure of both sides to 
mjucvc a lasting peace 21 months 
after the uneasy ceasefire has. 
forced Iran to quietly drop key 
demands such as tbe appointment 
of an impartial foternattonal . body 
to inquire into responsibility for 
the conflict. 

More than a year has also- 
passed since Tehran made any 
mention of war reparations, 
which it earlier demanded most 
be paid by Baghdad for starting 
the conflict. . 

Mottaki added Friday that 
Tehran has agreed - to the repat- 
riation of aD side and disabled 
prisoners of war held on both 
sides. 

Apart from the ailing prison- 
ers, Iran has refused to swap 
some 100,000 PoWs held by both 
countries until Iraq agrees to 
withdraw troops aim reaffirms 
recognition of me Iranian bound- 
ary mid-stream in the Shatt Al 
Arab. 



Rebels report wiping out 
3 Ethiopian battalions 


NAIROBI (R) — Rebels in 
northern Ethiopia said Friday 
they killed 1,400 soldiers when 
they wiped out three government 
battalions in a spectacular battle 
this week. 

A spokesman for tbe Tigray 
Peop le’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF) said rebels attacked Lemi 
garrison in northern Shoa, about 
160 kilometres north of Addis 
Ababa, Tuesday. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the TPLF report and 
no word from the gove rn ment, 
which does not generally com- 
ment on battles against the re- 
bels. 

The three battalions stationed 
at Lend were annihilated, TPLF 
spokesman Tewolde Gabre told 
Reuters in Nairobi by telephone 
from London. 

Several commanders were 
among the dead and 2,000 sol- 
diers captured, he said. 

“It was a spectacular battle. It 
was important because the garri- 


son was there to stop us moving 
around this part of Shoa,” 
Tewolde said. 

The main battalion at Lean, 
near the town of.Alem Kctema, 
was the 102nd Airborne Division, 
one of President Mengista Haile 
Mariam’s most “trusted and reli- 
able divisions," Tewolde said. 

Tbe TPLF and its allies, fight- 
ing to overthrow Mengistu's 
Soviet-backed government and 
set up a broader-based adminis- 
tration, control the whole of 
northern Tigray ' province and 
parts of Wollo, Gondar and Shoa 
to the south. 

Since late December, govern- 
ment forces have had some suc- 
cess pushing rebels north. But in 
March the rebels said they bad 
begun to advance south into Shoa 


TEL AVIV (Agenries) — Tbe 

head of a rare Soviet delegation 

to .brae! Mid Friday the killing of 
se v en Arabs by a Jewish gunman 
and tbe subsequent deaths erf 
Arab protesters had seriously 
damaged Soviet-Israefi relations. . 

Mikhail Capitsa, & member of 
tiie Soviet p arSanji e n t, told Arabs 
wounded in tbe /unrest that he 
backed their 29-mouth-olld revolt 
aga inst Israeli rale in the occu- 
pied 'Arab territories. ' 

A former deputy foreign muns- 
ter, Capitsa told repor te rs (fairing 
his visit to an East Jerusalem 
hospital: “During the last week, 
Israel has badly damaged — I 
would say sabotaged — relations 
with the Soviet Union.” 

Palestinians object to Moscow’s 
liberalised ' emigration rules 
allowing a flood of Soviet Jews to 
settle in IsraeL The Palestinians 
feu the newcomers wiH disp l a ce 
them. 

At least 33,000 Soviet Jews 
arrived in the first four months of 
1990. Ii nmi gr a tion officiah pre- 
cfict 20,000 in July and treasury 
officials expect 150,000 by year’s 
end. 

Israel has come under fire from 
world powers since the murder of 
seven Arab workers last Sunday, 
by a crazed Israeli triggered un- 
rest in winch 16 Arabs (tied. 

Moscow severed ties with 
Israel over the 1967 Middle East 
war, when the Jewish state occu- 
pied tiw territories, but has aiVce 
res um ed consular ties and rela- 
tions were perceived as warming: 
until tins week’s bloodshed.. 

“We came here to get ac- 
quainted with the situation here.' 
and to repent back to the Sup- 
reme Soviet (parliament)," dele- 
gate Georgy Shmelev told Ren- 
ters. 

_ On their visit to hospitals in 
East Jerusalem and foie West 
Bank town of Beit Jala, members 


the Soviet Afrx>-Asian S<^teity >^ ;^ 
Committee asked few qncsUwa;- - 
Analysts said the .Virit,v r -V;^ 
arranged with Palestinian’ leftists: ^ » 
weH before this week’s 
appeared to be more a ^ 


a serious inquiry 


the settlement erf Soviet: - 

rants in tbe Israefi-occupiedhi^^^ 
would Mock diances for * < |pnnal‘^ 
relations” between Israelandtiicti^ 
Soviet Union. _' 

■Hev also strongly aificised^ 
Israeli crackdown on the PaltrtE;^ 
mm uprising in the West Batik ' \ 
and Gaza Strip. 

. “We are not ^ with^ f 

what has been happetf^here... I? J 
tins is in' (Greet ~ oontradiettou " 
with the treads fo'toBVMrkr 
day. It is moving towa r ds i eppp- 
eration and heropeqpte shoot at ; : 
each otber.T Capitsa fold report - 0 
tea at the airport uear Tel Aviv.- 
“The Israelis kid the Palesti- 
nians must talk to eaifi other," be . 
said. - ; •' u -; ■ •' • '• 
The Sknriet (telegatk>n arrived-. 
Thursday at ,tbe fovifationofa - 
private Palestinian think tank in ' 
Arab Jerusalem. •- - \ " 

. Capitsa in d i ca t ed the ridega- : v 
tipu would visit the. occupied 
areas/sayfogbe waited ffo ste ''; 
the situation here as iris wtthiny 
own eyes.” 

He said no meeting have Nbot . . . 
scheduled , with Israeli officials ' 
but added a . political messagd to ' 
the country’s*: leaders. . 

. “Israel, is behaving -like: an-i ;; 
elephant in a China shop, haiti^' . 
process of normalisation in fheV 
rdations wrth Soviet Ufopn " be ; 
'said. 

“fflsrael wants to contiinte^ 


occupied. Arab territories)^ 
put a stop to tirn tfikmesifo 
normal relations," Capitsa 


1 


‘Lack of confidence? 


« “ V -> V V 


prevents Afghan peace 



In a separate development, 
Britain has donated two prefabri- 
cated bridges to help trrck food 
to famine victims in no r t h e r n 
Ethiopia. 


KABUL (R) — A crisis of confi- 
dence is . the only obstacle to 
peape in Afghanistan's 12 year 
cm2 war, a senior government 
official said Friday. 

As be spoke government forces 
and rebels continued to bombard 
each other with rockets^ Several 
could berbeard lancEng in Kabul 
but there woe no immediate 
reports of casualties. 

The rebels have, stepped up 
their attacks on tbe dty, sending 
in up to 30 rockets a day. 

“Now there is a crisis erf confi- 
dence. This is the only obstacle," 
pohtburo member. Farced Maz- 
dak told foreign reporte r s. 

He (Sd not elaborate, but di- 
plomats note that President Na- 
jibullah, former head of the 
feared kfaad security police, is 
regarded as haring only a small 
political base. 

Najibullah’s ruling People’s 
Democratic Party (PDPA) has 
bees criticised for din g in g to 
power although it has little broad 
appul and therefore trust 

Since 1978, an estimated one 
million Afghans have died and 
another five million have sought 
refuge abroad as tire Soviet- 
backed gov er nment and Mujahi- 
deen rebels sup po r ted by tiw 
United States have fought for the 
right to role this impro v eri shed 
country. 

Dressed in military fatigues, 
Mazdak, 32, said a new cabinet 
and proposed revamp of the con- 
stitution to guarantee a more 
democratic from of rule would 
give the government a broader 
base. 

Tire government presented its 
new cabient Monday and 
although the PDPA retained 
several key portfolios, a number 
of ministries went to Western- 
educated technocrats. 

NajibuQah has pressed ahead 
with sign ifi cant constitutional 


changes, erasing much - of -: tb6 
heritage of the 1978 Mantis* re- 
volution in his efforts to achieve 
- • national- reconciliation. ~ -f : V- 
- These must be^ approved by a; 
grand tribal assembty. Lc^ Jfo: 
gah, now expected to be held 
senates next week, bur pcthttcai . 
say 

-mfowmecaiire nearly half foe" 
population —r refugees kid fikdse . 
firing in rebel ^ • field keas r^. 
wfll not be represented. 

“I hope' this goverament will 
pave the way for more under- 
stamfing among the ‘forces in- 
volved in the conflict,” said Muz- 
dak, the youngest member of the 
politburo and a secretary of tbe 
PDPA. 

He said the Mujalrideea ate 
increasingly aware erf the need to 
negotiate, a part from rebel leader 
Gtdbuddin Hekmatyar. 

Rebel leaders based in neigh- 
bouring Iran and Pakistan have 
so far refused to negotiate with 
the Kabul go v er nm ent unless Na- 
jibullah steps down. 

“It will only increase tiw prob- 
lem because stepping down is not . 
the way," Muzdak said, adding 
Kabul could also demand rebel • 
leaders do the same. 

“I think negotiation and dia- 
logue is imperative because toe 
armed and political forces are so 
sptiL” 

Ex-King Zahir Shah, 74, now 
-firing in Rome after befog ousted 
fo 1973 and who takes a neutral .■ 
line, could play a role fo bri dging 
tbe gap in confidence, be said. 

He hoped next week’s summit . 
between toe UjS. and the Soviet 
Union would help find a solution 
by leading to an agree m ent^ to 
stop p roviding arms to tbe two - 

warrfog rides. 

Kabul, wants talks with rebels 
to coincide with a ceasefire and 
ultimately seeks United Nations- . 
supervised elections. . 
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Calm restored 
in the Kingdom 
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violations in occupied Palestine, 
its seizure of Arab lands, the 
demolition of Arab homes and 
the tiffing of innocent rivffiana. 

Qaranani reviewed the Jocda- 
nian government cooperation 
with the United National Relief 
and World Agency (UNRWA) in 
providing basic services to the 
Palestinian refugees living in Jor- 
dan and Jordan's cooperation 
with UNRWA in helping it raise 
funds from donor nations, to 
finance the agency's services. 

. The 15-member delegation 
who came to Jordan from Syria, 
is scheduled to leave Sunday for 
Cairo. 


AMMAN (J.T.)— At kast seven 
people injured in the recent vio- 
lent protests staged in Jordanian 
cities in protest against the killing 
of Palestinians m Israel and the 
occupied Arab territories, were 
still under treatment at AJ Has- 
seen Medical Centre Friday. 

A hospital source told the Jor- 
dan Times that four civilians and 
three police officers were being 
treated as m result of injuries 
sustained during the protests, bnt 
their condition was not serious. 

His Majesty King Hussein vi- 
sited the injured in hospital 
Thursday wishing them speedy 
recovery. The King instructed 
that everything possible be done 
to ensure fear full recovery and 
their return to (heir families safe- 
ty- 

Calm has now returned to the 
refugee camps and Jordanian 
towns following violent protests 
in which at least two persons 
were reported dead and 25 others 
injured. 

In the meantim e, committees 
have been set up in one of Am- 
man’s refugee camps which wit- 
nessed violent protests in the past 


week in order to restore normal 
life to the camp. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra said that the committees held a 
general meeting at AJ Diffatem 
Sports Chib attended by two Par- 
liament members and Palestine 
ambassador to Jordan to dart 
plans far a return to uotmal fife in 
the Wihdat camp. 

Tboosan of camp residents 
took part in anti-Israeli demon- 
strations. some of which were 
violent and witnessed confronta- 
tions with riot police who 
tear gas to disperse the protes- 
ters. 

Lower House of Parliament 
members Seifuddin Murad and 
Yacob Qarrash, along with Pales- 
tine Ambassador A1 Tayyeb 
Abdul Rahim, attended the 
meeting during which *he com- 
mittees endorsed plans to restore 
calm to the Wihdat refugee c amp 
and to insure law and order, said 
Petra. 

The agency said the commit- 
tees had already embarked mi 
their objective to end afl forms of 
protests and to ensure c ontinu ed 
security for the camp's residents. 



Zarq* r u ld ati Th ursday take pact h Independence Day cddntkns (Petra photo) 

Celebrations mark Independence Day 


ACC members to boost 
cooperation in civic affairs 
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The Amman Chamber of In- 


feaBwrai^iwfnutrim biMncwj - 
arc em thspbty at l be exMfaitipo time. 


doon, kitc hens , amended the opening 


AMMAN (Petra) — A joint com- 
mittee, entrusted with im- 
plementing the agreement of 
cooperation in the field of local 

I WHAT’S GOING ONI 


The foOowiag listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers arc advised to verify the 
listed time and place with the 
concerned institntions. 


it Mifl il ri — gf pal rifu g , »m1 

aadptares by five Jordanian 
artists at Ahdni Hameed Sfeo- 
man Foundation (KhWaun.- 
5M pan.) 

it MiMMgs a of paintings by 

Randa Bawd at Goethe In- 
stitute. 

* RaMhhhw dbpiayiag tradi- 
wmttcraft by 
- yva rn tm d kand- 
/-WhdS t iwfc 'ty, Mustafa 
Fatti at the French Cultural 


administration and municip al 
affairs among the Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC) m^nihgT 
states Friday concluded its meet- 
ings here after drawing up an 
implementation mechanism to be 
submitted to the prime ministers 
of the ACC member states during 
their June meeting. 

Chairman of die committee, 
Awad A1 Tal, who is the Ministry 
| of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment secreta r y- 
general sad the mechanism caflcj 
i for setting up a joint liaison* unit 
which will be charged with form- 
ing sub-committees and updating 
methods of work. 

The unit wflU also be in charge 
of orgamring methods of work and 
management, training courses 
and undertaking joint res ear c h 
and studies. 

Tal said the committee also 
reco mm ended the fbnnatkm of 
two other committees, one for 
studying the legislations in force 
: Wnd the other for studying means 
•of poonfinating »nH updatin g the 
functions and duties of local 
councils. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian people marked fee King- 
dom’s Independence Day wife 
processions and celebrations held 
in various parts of fee country. 

Zarqa, one of fee dries to 
witness violent demonstrations in 
fee past two days in protest of the 
tiffing of Palestinians in Israel 
and in the occupied Arab territor- 
ies, staged several marches in 

from British rule in 1946. . 

Marchers c ar r ied barmen and 
the King’s p rot rai ts, ex press i ng 
their joy over fee anniversary. 

In a telephone eaO to the gov- 
ernor of Zarqa, King H ossein 
paid tribute to fee efforts of fee 
local citizens who coope ra ted 
with fee local authorities to erase 
fee traces of the negative be-, 
havhnxr on the pan of certain 
ele m ent * in fee dty during fee 
protests and to their cooperation 
for r esuming the pr ocess of re- 
CQQStnKuOlL 

King Hnttfin wit hw gre eti n g s 
and good wishes to the Jordanian 
people on the eve of fee inde- 
pendence anniversary. 

In a message read over Jordan 
Television, King Hnsrein pledged 
lo remain «sn*Hfa*t m i^rfing 1 
Jordan towards farther pro g ress 
in fee face of all challenges. 
Following are major excerpts of 
the King’s message: - 

On this anniversary, I send 
gr eetin g s to all member s of fee ‘ 
'Jordanian fu&ly.T have a deep ■ 


feeling of pride in what fee Jorda- 
nian people have achieved since 
independence. As we celebrate 
the day, we fed we must do all 
that we can to protect our inde- 
pendence, our gains, and 
achievements. We are bound to 
be true to fee principles of the 
Great Arab Revolt which advo- 
cated freedom and unity, and we 
wQl remain steadfast, defending 
our nation regardless of the sacri- 
fices. 

We feel grateful to our prede- 
cessors and fee vanguards of fee 
Great Arab Revolt, and are 
proud of their efforts to serve fee 
Arab Nation. 

. We are grateful to fee founder 
of fee Kingdom, the late King 
Abdullah Dm A1 Hussein, who 
con f ronted colonialist plots and 
saved our Kingdom from conspir- 
acies. - 

I pledge to pursue endeavours 
at aE levels and to work wife my 
people to make Jordan a stead- 
fast country in the face of threats 
and to repel aggression through 
stronger cohesion and national 
unity. 

On the anniversary of inde- 
pendence, King Hussein received, 
cables of good wishes from heads 
of state erf Arab and foreign 
friendly nations. 

One of the messages came 
from'Rrifcstilifc President Yasser 
Arafat, in which fee Palestine 
trader-paid tribute to fee King for 
his efforts at the Arab, -regional 


and international levels to advo- 
cate the Palestinian cause and to 
extend support and assistance to 
the Palestinian people. 

"We share with Iordan its re- 
joicing over its independence 
anniversary, and hope that the 
joint Pali^Jinian-lftf rianinn strug- 
gle will eventually lead to termi- 
nating the Israeli occupation of 
Arab lands in Palestine,” said 
Arafat in his message. 

Cables also came from the 
Moroccan Monarch, Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman, presidents of 
Egypt, Iraq. Syria, Algeria, 
Mauritania. United Arab Emi- 
rates, Fmir of Kuwait, Emir of 
Qatar and Emir of Bahrain. The 
King also received congratulatory 
cables from Queen Elizabeth of 
Britain, Queen Beatrix of fee 
Netherlands, Emperor of Japan, 
American President George 
Bosh. Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev as well as other world 
leaders. 

The King also received congra- 
tulatory cables from Arab League 
secretary-general, Arab Coop- 
eration Council secretary- 
general, -Kuwaiti crown prince, 
Qatari crown prince, prime 
minister of Bahrain, vice- 
president of the United Arab 
Emirates and the commander of 
fee Palestine liberation Army in 
Jordan. 

. To ' mark the anniversary all 
government departments and 
public ' institntions remained 
dosed Thnrsday. 



* Lecture twfidwi “The Haber 
Triangle (Syria) Looking at 
Wages at the Time of the 
Ffcat CUes*' by Prat Dr. 
Hdga Seeden at the Goethe 
Institute-- 840 p.m. 


* French play entitled “Trim- 
dm des vies** at the Royal 
Cukunri Centre — 8:15 pja. 


Festival held on Independence Day 


AMM^PonO Vep*>**8 

fbr P^e JifekrJer Mudar Bad- 
Oms, -Mrasiar b&Critture Khafid - 
opened fee 
cuhmtiffa^hrr.frarivti bold at 
fee Fafafe. pfColture ou fee « 
of Jordan's ^dependence Day. 


.baited tbc cffcrrts nude by mem- 
ben offeo “oneJonteuan fan*- . 
y'vdfomad Ofep fart ory of tins 

^ CQSSft" 

mg its bright unage.foSowirig the 


path of fee leader of fee Great 
Arab Revolt who s ough t to Hber- 
ate fee bad and dm nation and to 

acbfee.sdtjf. - 

The minh te r r eviewo Jordan’s 
e xperimen t over its king years 
since independence and praised 
tbc adtieyemcijts made since 

then... He stressed feat all the 
acfatewmcaass were m faHSmeat 

ofthepot tnutthst fee founder 

of fee Hashemite f G n grio xn of 
Jordan has pledged to s houlder. 


Also addressing fee festival 
was Amin Stndour, member of 
fee . Upper House of Pariiameut, 
who arid that-fee Jordanian peo- 
ple bad always finked independ- 
ence wife un it y aad had never 
abando n ed fids slogan. He added 
that the late founder Of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
King Abdullah Dm A1 Hussein, 
had remlaed the gravity of the 
dangers inherent in fee establish- 
ment of foe Zionist stale in Pales- 


tine and bad always strived to 
ac hie ve unity between Jordan 
and Palestine. 

He praised the achievements 
Jordan has made during His 
Majesty King Hussein’s rule. 

The festival was attended by 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Paifiament Ahmad Al Lawzi, 
several cabinet ministers and de- 
puties, in addition to senior gov- 
ernment officials and beads of the 
diplomatic corps in Amman. 



Ab»*AN (Petra) EG* Majesty King Hussein Friday scut a 


hw w affrt behalf of fee Jtmfatriin govenansitt and people 
on Argwrtma’s Bnl r prasde ssce Day aumveramy. The Kfog «- 
preared, tope fiat, epope reti oo between Jordan and Axpsotina 
wogtfbe iijihrer x ri . 


^ Crown Prince Hasan 

tinted^ Zorq* goverooeue for tixk coopeiatioa m 

ijjwtt which resulted from fee anti-hHtS 


WWMU lllWBlBVWWi l W -- V ■■ 

tri-mA tbe'&rerf actions m fee occupied ten norma, m a 
tefaph<m c<mmsati 0 Q wft h ZMq» gwnor Ttewsfey. Ware 
HairannskaJfee jpveroor id oooveyiw grcctingi nd ecogra- 
hdafemefe^driana in Zfflt «ywetn(»te-M(l its cam* oo fee 
pcr&pft Cf : tte li5gptom*» Indoptodewx Dty aawreramy. 


AMMAN (Pa») r-;Tbc coofeitDc e by fee ^ Arab Doctos 

Asaoc^^md tfae Medical Aapemtipna oratitomd 8a 

Ktefeite^l^yat fee tWwarsfty of ftatityaf^dee^ 
In^gcralwpi l^ paPcgnetmmbefOfsBac^ Arab 

^forkT wme fesamted. The pepeis rmdewed feo devetopreem 


achieved In several Arab countries in medical fields and stressed 
fee importance of exchanging expertise and researches between 
Arab countries. The meeting, held under the slogan “Arab 
doaotiin fee service of Palestinian people’s intifada,** fa attended 
by 1,450 spflriafrtfs and doctors from Ionian, Arab and foreign 
co untri es. 

Environment must be protected 

AMMAN (Petra) — Several University of Jordan graduates 
otgnssed a voluntary campaign aimed at spreading awareness 
, among fee prfefic on the imp ortance of conaenring fee environ- 
ment and fee natural resources in fee Kingdom. Use campaigp 
inefaded (fircributipu of brochures and garbage bags in picnic aha 
and planting of trees. The campaign cornea to stress the role 
played by intfivkkials in consenting the environment and fee 
uatncal rcs our cca in Jordan. 

Rettauranteurs elect council 

AMMAN (Petra)— The general assembly of fee rectmuants and 
c on fec tionaries owners aaoriation met Friday and ejected the 
ateodationVcnmcS for the next session. Yasrin Ukash was 
ctortod p res id ent, bsa Al Saadi vice-president, fids Mdanat 
secretary and Bassam Kxwash trea sn rer. Mohammad Mahhn, 
Yousef Abr, hfetttafa Zayed, Gtad Al Zraria and Jamil Darwbh 
are members of the oorodt . 
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Arab Bank 

congratulates 
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Tewfik Gargour and Sons Co. 
on the opening of the new sales 


and service centre for 
Mercedes-Benz 
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Yemeni unity — 
seining example 


THE unity between the two Yemeni states is one of the 
feesi pieces of news that the Arab World has heard for 
a Song time. Coming as it does one the eve of the Arab 
the merger of the two Yemeni states poses one 
of the most positive challenges to the Arab leaders 
when they meet in Baghdad May 28. Not that other 
Arab states can emulate the Yemeni action by a stroke 
of s pen. The two Yemeni countries had painstakingly 
worked for forging unity between them over the past 
few years. They also had institutionalised every step of 
the way that they took on the road to forma] unity 
be£weec them. Above all, the two countries pursued 
iasir quest for unity with foil conviction and foith that 
caity between them is their mutual insurance for 
progressive growth and development. And by offering 
tile Yossas: example to the Arab World as a model for 
•jlisf Arab countries to scrutinise and follow, the 
leaders of the £wo countries have in effect set the stage 
for additional Arab efforts towards real Arab coopera- 
tion and harmony. Only through the Yemeni style of 
Arab unity can the Arab World over hope to be realty 
to confront the issues and challenges of the 21st 
century. 

Coupled with the sense of pride that all Arabs now 
feel about the Yemeni union, there is also the feeling of 
eavy and frustration that is frit by all Arab national- 
ists. As far as Jordan and Jordanians are concerned, 
we sire bSessed already with the creation of the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC), which promises to be the 
acetous of real unity among its member states. With 
the new united Yemen remaining an effective part of 
■&3s council, there is every hope that the achievements 
of the Yemenis would be reflected within the entire 
membership of the ACC. Over and above the express- 
5®a of joy and support over the Yemeni unity by the 
atiser members of the ACC, it behoves them to move 
ezrasciaMjdj? in the direction that one of its founding 
partners has taken with so much glory and admira- 
tion. 




JORDANIAN dailies on Friday recalled Jordan's straggle and 
achievements since 1946 when the country won its independence 
from Britain, and paid tribute to the country’s Hashemite 
leadership and the efforts of the Jordanian people. 

The Kingdom has, ever the past four decades, confronted and 
overcome numerous difficult situations and problems, and has 
been able to thwart the designs of the hostile forces and the Israeli 
enemy. AI Sa’i daily said. The present difficult dreu instances this 
country is passing through, and the pan-Arab and national 
responsibilities it carries serve as a test for the resilience of the 
Jordanian people and its leadership who confidently confront the 
hardships and continue the straggle at all costs, the paper noted. 
Despite the hardships, said the paper, Jordan will never deviate 
from its national course of action and will remain true to the 
principles and the goals of the Great Arab Revolt. But, the paper 
noted, for this march towards progress to achieve success, a 
greater measure of national unity and cohesion is required, and 
funner steadfastness is needed and more sacrifices are demanded 
from all people. 

The Zionist rulers in Israel are now feverishly concocting plans 
and desperately attempting to quel] the Palestinian people's 
uprising, lest the Palestinian youths destroy the dreams of the 
Jewish state in creating a greater Israel, says Abdnl Rahim Omar 
in bis column in Al Ra’i Arabic daily. The Zionist rulers of Israel 
aie following the pattern adopted by their ancient King Herodos 
when he heard of the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem and sent 
in his troops to kill all the newly born babies lest Jesus will assume 
the leadership of the Jewish people in later years. In making the 
contrast, the writer notes, that the children of the intifada are 
causing alarm in the Israeli society, and as Jesus had escaped the 
massacre, these children of Palestine wiQ also escape the 
oppression and live to see their Palestine state established in their 
own homeland. For this reason, the writer notes, the Zionist 
rulers perpetrated the black Sunday killings of the Arab wo rkers 
in a bid to unleash the settlers' criminal character in Palestine and 
to open the way for further massacres that could end the presence 
of the children who are only armed with stones to regain their 
usurped homeland. 

Al Dastosr daily said Friday that the Independence Day 
anniversary reminded Jordanians of their own achievements and 
those of their ancestors who laid the foundation for the country 
and offered sacrifices for the establishment of the Kingdom. The 
paper said that one can only remember with pride the achieve- 
ments of the leaders of the Great Arab Revolt who fought for the 
sake of protecting Arab freedom and for independence from 
colonial rale; and for making Jordan a strong fortress in the face 
of external dangers. To protect the country’s independence and 
gains, the Jordanian people axe called on' to make further 
sacrifices and to double their efforts in construction and develop- 
ment, said the paper. The King's message to bis people on the eve 
of the anniversary, the paper said, should serve as an incentive; 
and his pledge to work with the Jtnrianian citizens in the face of 
hardships should prompt more endeavours fo serve tiki future 
generations. 


The rumbling wrath 


FAIRUZ, the famous 
Lebanese singer croons, “I 
have faith ... the rumbling 
wrath is coming.” The song she 
sings is about Jerusalem, the 
Arab city now under occupa- 
tion. Over the past nriHcanria 
many conquerors have come 
and gone tffl the City of Peace 
learned to live with almost 
every invader conquering and 
bewitching him while being 
conquered by him. No con- 
queror, however, has left the 
heavy shadow and the mark of 
death like the Israeli Zionist. 

It is almost a century since 
the first Zionist settlement was 
established in Palestine in the 
late nineteenth century. Neith- 
er Arab generosity nor the 
charms of Jerusalem, have thus 
far been able to infiltrate the 
Zionist psyche and tame some 
of the wOdness there. The 
wandering Jew may have phy- 
sically forced himself on the 
land but mentally be is still a 
wanderer of the wild whose 
spirit is haunted by ancient 
hatreds and animosities. 

One cannot speak in logical 
terms with the man called Sha- 
mir, nor with bis predecessor 
called Begin, nor indeed with 
most members of the invading 


hordes. And an invading horde 
they are, fired with a zealot 
ideology that in their own mind 
gives them the right to kill and 
maim indiscriminaxitly. 

It is not a nation, nor indeed 
a state that harbors so much 
blind hatred for everything hu- 
man and decent. A state, by 
definition, even the most 
tyrannical and primitive one 
most try to abide by, or at least 
try to appear to abide by cer- 
tain norms, rales of behaviour, 
and laws. The disdain that Israel 
has constantly displayed 
against not only international, 
but domestic laws and rates of 
behaviour has placed it beyond 
the pale of civilised human 
behaviour except in the eyes of 
the West, particularly except in 
tine eyes of America. 

Was the man who killed 
seven unarmed Palestinian day 
workers deranged or was the 
society that produced him? On 
Sunday May 20, 1990, the 
man-stood before the hapless 
unarmed Palestinians and com- 
menced to shoot to kilL He 
killed. But where did he learu 
to kill, and who were his men- 
tors? Who paid for the bullets 
with which he murdered and 
who supplied the money, sup- 


port, the wherewithal that 
allows all Israelis to continue to 
do what they are doing? 

Israel is not a state like other 
states of the region nor indeed 
elsewhere in the international 
community. A state, to be a 
state, must have well defined 
parametres in terms of its 
geography and demography. 
No one knows; and the Israelis 
are not telling, where their 
borders He. The United States 
knows its borders mid the bor- 
ders of every state within the 


union. And though it supports' 
Israel economically, militarily, 
morally and financially, it too 
does not know where the 
bounderies of Israel lie. Simi- 
larly no cure seems to have any 
dear d efini tion as to, who the 
Israelis are nor does any one 
know the definition of a Jew. 
Again Israel is not td&ag, nor 
are there any signs, that it wifi 

.tell in the future. 

# 

This leaves ns in a quandry 
as to how to define Israel. One 



though is that it is more tike an 
underground ope ra tion operat- 
ing over ground, a sort of 
terror organisation,- a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing who has con- 
vinced a major portion of man- 
kind that it is something else. 
For reasons of domestic poli- 
- tics and the so-called guilt feel- 
ing, the West chooses deliber- 
ately to misund erstand US and 
to convince itself that the wolf 
is really not a wolf. 

For nearly thirty months, 
young boys and girls from 
Palestine have been abused 
ami killed on a daily basis 
while the so-called civilised 
world is watching. One ambas- 
sador from a civilised Western 
country told me last week that 
people in his coun t r y do not 
watch the news about the in- 
tifada anymore. It has become 
“routine,” he said. 

The terrorist organisation 
called Israel has not only suc- 
ceeded in immunising itself 
against humanity but in doing 
so to those who back It as well. 
Who is the truly deranged ... 
the one whose hand pulls the 
trigger or the one sitting in a 
far away office watching the 
butchery while his heart ex- 
pands with more malice? Sha- 


mir, the Pole, wbose slm may 
have been tattooed in Nazi 
terror camps, or :tfae. cooT 
headed drink tank “inldteo;^ 
reals” and terror planners sit- v 
ting in air co ndi tioned offices 
in New York, London , Paris or 
Rome? ":•* 

The deranged killer lrified 
only seven on Sunday anti the. 
army of the Israeli state terror 

organisation ldfied rigfcimd 
wounded 700 on thesazneday.' 
The death of one of . 'the Vm>.' 
tims, like other victims, tit the. 
intifada was announced hl the. 1 
following manner in the local-! 
daily Al Dustpur on May 21 r- : 
•The wedding rf a nrartyr i 

The frmSy of Aim naqqah te 
the Gaza Stripy Jontae aad ! 
abnwi amMBcn the deaft of ' 
the martyred here 7 :*■ 

Yusuf Ibrahim Mansur Abu . 
Daqqah 

Martyred on the id «f- 
Paiesttae in the Massacrg nf 
Blade SandayMay 20, 1998 
Congratulations are 


house in Al Wibdat, Mada- 
ba Street, behind Al Ata 
Pharmacy”. • j 

• May be rest hi peace;'.' • 



Reformer 
Gorbachev 
threatened hy 
economic, 
political crisis 


MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin lead- 
er Mikhail Gorbachev imposed 
the biggest social and political 
changes ever seen in the Soviet 
Union, only to be threatened 
with their collapse because of 
economic crisis and demands for 
independence by the Baltic re- 
publics. 

As he headed for a summit in 
Washington with U.S. President 
George Bush at which major 
di sarma m ent accords are to be 
signed, the world which ap- 
plauded his foreign policies won- 
dered whether he could survive 
his troubles at home. 

As head of state and Commun- 
ist Party chief, Gorbachev has 
altered the superpower rela- 
tionship, boosted disarmament, 
pulled Soviet troops out of Afgha- 
nistan and allowed a peaceful 
revolution in Eastern Europe, 
paving the way for German unity. 

He introduced striking political 
reforms, abolishing the Commun- 
ist Party’s monopoly on power, 
opening the way to a multi-party 
system, and changing the con- 
stitution to give real power to the 
Soviet parliament in Moscow and 
the 15 republics. 

After five years as Communist 
Party chief, a post he assumed on 
March 11, 1985, Gorbachev 
added to his powers by becoming 
executive president of his country 
on March 15, 1990. 

But his new authority did not 
solve growing domestic difficul- 
ties, many of which had been 
simmering for many years but 
were exposed by his liberal poli- 
cies of glasnost (openness) and 
perestroika (restructuring). 

The Baltic republic of 
Lithuania declared its independ- 
ence and Latvia and Estonia 
announced they also wanted to 
leave the Soviet Union, creating a 
moral and constitutional crisis for 
Gorbachev and friction in his 
relations with the West. 

And after five years of tinker- 
ing with economic reforms, Gor- 
bachev was forced to move to- 
wards a free market — the antith- 
esis of Communism — as the 

Soviet economy reached breaking 

point and workers began striking 
because of shortages. 

He freed ever-growing press- 
ure from conservatives dismayed 
at the political and economic 


chaos and from a military angry 
over the effective evaporation of 
the Warsaw Pact and the threat of 
a united Germany in NATO. 

In the West, the man who once 
appeared to be a political Houdiui 
began to look embattled. 

“He is behind events. The train 
has left the station and he is 
running to catch it,” said Profes- 
sor Alexander Dallin of Stanford 
University, a leading authority on 
Soviet Foreign policy who recent- 
ly visited Moscow. 

“He has unleashed forces he 
cannot control.” 

Asked in June 1989 by a West 
German reporter in Bonn how he 
would cope, Gorbachev replied: 
“I do not belong to those who 
panic.” Other Soviet politicians 
are less certain. 

“He (Gorbachev) has six 
months to a year,” rebel Com- 
munist Boris Yeltsin predicted 
during a 1989 visit to the United 
Stares. If there was no radical 
improvement, “there will be a 
revolution from below.” 

Since becoming party chief in 
March 1985, Gorbachev has repe- 
atedly shown political cunning, 
bouncing back with renewed 
strength each time opponents of 
perestroika rose against him. 

With his election to the pres- 
idency in May 1989, the peasant’s 
sou from the northern Caucasus 
gained a solid legal basis and 
indirect popular mandate for his 
powers. 

Four months later he purged 
the ruling poiitburo of hardliners 
after sweeping more than 100 
old-timers from the policymaking 
Central Committee. 

By becoming executive presi- 
dent, Gorbachev added real teeth 
to the post, at the same time 
pushing tire party slightly to one 
side in a bid to block any orga- 
nised resistance to his reforms. 

Mikhail Sergeyevich Gor- 
bachev was born on March 2, 
1931, in a northern Caucasus village 
near Stavropol. Ke took a law 
degree at Moscow University be- 
fore returning to work at Stavro- 
pol, a major agricultural region. 

Party chief in Stavropol at the 
age of 35, he was summoned to 
Moscow in 1978 to take charge of 
agriculture and in 1979 was made 
a non-voting member of the poiit- 
buro. 



Animals’ welfare is man’s responsibility 


To the Editor: 

I WISH to comment on the letter from Mrs. E. Yaghi, (Jordan 
Tones, May 7), “Cruelty”. Having not seen the previous one from 
Patricia Madi, (Jordan Times, May 1), because I was in India 
(helping working animals and therefore their extremely poor 
owners), 1 immediately made a point of acquiring a copy. 

Mrs. Madi is quite right when she states, "I believe everybody’s 
baric education should start with respect and care for God’s 
creatures, which cannot talk or ask for help”. Man has domesti- 
cated many species of animals to the extent where they are now 
dependant on him, so man must be responsible for their proper 
care and protection. Throwing stones at animals and hanging 
them is quite unnecessary apart from being very cruel. Last July 
several boys stoned an old donkey in front of my window. Why? 
— because they had ridden it up and down in the heat for so long 
that it collapsed and they couldn’t ride it any more. They then cut 
its ear oft. I took the donkey from them, watched by many people 
who did nothing. 

Mrs. Yaghi says, “we should not let our concern for animals 
grow out of focus and make them a prime target for our devotion” 
— • Mrs. Madi did not suggest that, she said in fret, “to teach oar 
dnkfom to love animate and humans Wifi be the firk step towards 
respect of fellow human beings and our environment for a better 
and peaceful future.” Just because one loves animate it doesn’t- 
mean one has to negllect humans. Likewise to ignore or neglect a 
suffering animal because humans are more important, doesn't 
benefit humans. One can still ' be compassionate to both. 

I am regularly asked, “why do you help animals when there is 
so much humans suffering in the world? Shouldn’t you sort out 
the/r problems first?” I have two replies to those questions. One 
is, that if we bad to wait until all human problems were sorted out, 
the animals would never get a look-in, because as long as humans 
exist, there will be problems. When one thinks about it, 90 per 
cent of animal problems are caused directly or indirectly by 
humans, and many of them need not have occurred. One 
acquaintance says, “I won't su pport a nimal welfare because I 
think there are more deserving UWfis?’ There is nothing to stop 
anyone supporting all kinds of welfare in some way, however 
small. Every case is deserving in some form or another. The other 
reply l give to the questions is actually a question from me — X ask 
what they are doing to help humans, and more often then not the 
answer turns out to be, “Well... nothing...” (or very little). 


Mrs. Yaghi says, “Jordan is not the only country where cruelty 
to animals is practised.* In fret 90 per cent of it : m Jctfdan: B 
as a result of poverty and ignorance, and onfy : ten' per cent js 
deliberate, (fortunately). However! dm think of a ccnmtryln the 
Southern Hemisphe re where .90" per cent of the cnielty ** 
deliberate, likewise one particular country in Europe. Mrs. Yaghi 
goes on to say, “We mutt take care that we are notover-nm by an 
over-population of dogs end cats.” That is the fault of humans v 
neutering is the , only anriver in any country, and in the longnmrt 
is far cheaper and fax less trouble titan. feeding many offspring. I 
long for the day when a neutering campaign happens bereasithas 1 
•in Tunisia and Greece- — but what aboutthe over-population of 
humans the world over? Isn't tins damaging our envir o nm ent? - 
Shouldn’t we afi be doing something about that? 

I have just returned from Imfia where there is the most 
app alling over-population and severe poverty on a --huge scale.. 
Hie'. Brooke Hospital for Animals is beginning to treat the sick! 
and injured working animals of these poof ‘people as it does in 
Egypt, so that they can eke out a meagre living, vnifch tiiey cannot 
do unless their animals are sound and fit; Inmost casc&thepeople ..- 
are totally dependant on them. Surprisingly there are anti-cruelty 
laws for animals in India, so we muri fb^wtbeirexampte and call' 
'for a law for animal protection in this riountxy — -ft won't take 
anything away from, humans, arid- it wouldn't hurt ^anyone!- •• 
The Jordanian Society for the Protection of Animals (affiliated 
to SPANA) is planning an education curriculum in schools in 
collaboration with the Royal Society for the Conservation of 
Nature, and hopes to include in it the books “Islamic Concern for 
Animals” and “Animals in Islam,” by Al Hafiz &.A.. MasrL 
As Mrs. Madi says, it should be everybody’s commonsense to 
protect everything feat God gave fife to— animals, nature arid us. 
We must remember that animals were his creation as well -as 
humans, and that they are living sentient beings. They are here to 
stay, and are not going to disappear just because the world is frdl 
of human problems, (which are mostly brought about by 
humans). Therefore spare a drought for them. They have a place 
on this earth as well. 

Mbs Chris Inter, 
Representative at the Brooke Hospital for Animals in 

Jordan and India 

Representative of JSPA affiliated to SPANA in JrirdAn, "... 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


^FISHING JT 7 HERE COMES A 
SHOULD BE J I COASTGUARD , 
S 6000 . S CUTTER/ JIj 

l her E iJ/\ -dr 




up/- what re 1 

-YOU DOING 

^Kthere?, 


/WEfegU 

Fishin©/ 


f \ r : 




vMkt's THAT l OH. HES OKi' “ 

FELLOW 30JN' THATS JEFF. EBglpL — ^ 

IN THE WATER ' OUR PAL/ FORGtfn 

WITH A ROPE j HE’S HELPIN’ ’ ANCHOR i 

AROUND HISJ ^ USOUT!r-1^^f { a 

- y NECK ? j y- / 




Andy Capp 


RUB €‘ BurBvtNar 

LETTIN G HIM DO ME OUT V 

~T opatysprinscleoning/ ] 


I THOUGHT. 

► NOU HAD < 
LEFT HIM . 
FOREVER/ 

> FLO — 


U . 


Peanuts 


LET'S NOT GIVE UP. 
CHARLIE BROWN.. 


REMEMBER WHAT THEY SAY., \ f OR UNTIL THE ^ 
















SATURDAY, MAY 26, 1990 5 



wSK iBmnti sees form and colour in nature 



"-..V " ' j.+ '•>- )• 


of 

Hweifc*# oiradfc' and 
CpjSMAttaa by yrtitt 
being 


Self-Wighl, tbc jjtiK has 
^ WW» fit .Osc$b k bos 
.foc^thas ilttdhkbtiicwvicb 
are mow 
"Someteadrers 


«ad-kiB apc r s abe 

bedoac on eoacgd reti c task 
^ UHBpii to read) a M* 
tfcy combmatfoa of both efcen- 
«^, «lic iofaJ tire Jordan 
Time*. .,- ri . 

Her p atnting g tommy tire 
a rwm a pbfr e, ux ii l a n d pofitic- 
al, of Prt^adne/ Lebanon and 

^tf^exterio* of^Si^.r^* 
doorway ^tir a window tfflv for 
ample, tea* a tale «f the fife 
oftbe nawfcnft. She p*lny gffc g 
natural beamy of simple door- 
ways that wnefaadBtt.so hut 
timing her duMboart and. bed 
beckoned her to * warm «d- 
torae when Lebanon and font- 
ratero were rew&ablc. In t&e 
muse way, she depict* the 
*qu*te r of ft camp door with 
T^tedattrCndiawstdi* 

«red wood^ potliQg potters. 

graffiti and drippisg paint, Un- 
like other artis t*. Berouti ares 
watercohmr which hdp* her 
reach soft tonafitica that aSevi- 
ate the sorrow andputt hi m 
tire rcafaupf m ela n choly. She 
sometimes' uses intense 
(gouache) . ootour to add a 
sense of drama to her painting. 
Triangular forms and intense 
colours painted roughly 
appear, to tear at the viewer 
just as teach as an expfidt war 
picture would Incoafingiight 
rays cont ribut e to the angular- 
ity. Hoe form, cofonr and 
texture luveuken prece- 


de menage. Yet the too* 
fegv flar patterns of wrought 
*wp> ffl windows and over 
. fences or the hanging of doth* 
on tire litre, bring in the human 
toads to ttm printing. 

in me. of her printings she 
portrays do more than an old 
cracked door and shatters, a 
pattern of rhythmic repetitions 
and varied tonalitie*. 

A sp e c ia l JBcempc st reaJvm 
is found in ber jairtiiigi of 
fcroxalem- Here again we find 


the artist tantalised at the 
forms and tones that she dis- 
covers as she observes die 
Holy Gey, These she conveys 
with no inhibitions and at 
times goes on into abstraction 
and construction, always keep- 
ing a good sense of balance. 

As for her landscapes, dis- 
tance, per sp ective and light 
effects are beautifully ren- 
dered, bat the truly worthy 
part is the angle at which the 
picture is seen, a bud's eye 
view of a valley, the shoreline 


t 

F : . 



Berouti 


of Aqaba meeting the moun- 
tains at a given point, a huge 
plateau surrounded by moun- 
tains in the distance. The vari- 
ety of handling the composi- 
tion, and the patterns and 
volumes that are finally found 
are witnesses of the keen 
observation of the artist. 

When Berouti portrays in- 
teriors, they are an extension, 
of her own world. A large 
green armchair with wild black 
stripes sits heavily on a col- 
oured mg. an all -tOO familiar 
sight seen in the artist's loft. 
She picks up patterns, rhythms 
and colours from the rug, up- 
holstery, embroidered pieces, 
and a painting of Matisse 
whose curvilinear undulations 
are picked np by the thick 
swaying lines in the uphol- 
stery. 

Here again we feel that sim- 
ple familiar objects tell the tale 
of a lifetime and a lifestyle. 

In her still-lifes, Berouti 
again picks up rhythms and 
abstract patterns from the 
natural textures around her, 
straw, crochet lace, etc. She 
conveys the contrast between 
the deep colour of painted 
wood as in the base of a 
lampshade and the transparen- 
cy of glass. She fills in the hand 
of a paintbrush and lets the 
bristles go free. This still-life in 
particlar shows sprightly 
rhythms that are almost frivo- 
lous in nature. Although they 
might seem to be scattered and 
dispersed in their alternation 
of dark and light, of subtle and 
intense, they prance around 
within a given space, framed 
on one ride by the solid 
wooden base and on the other 
by a converging shape, in mid- 
dle tone, locking the whole 

composition together. 

In many of her composi- 
tions, she chooses asymmetry 
posing a tree structural prob- 
lem. She then proceeds to 
solve it. It is almost a game in 
which she hopes to always bea 


winner “An artist is bora with 
good intuition,** she behoves. 
Hen is truly stunning, con- 
sidering the difficulties she 
Siam with and the way she 
solves them. 

A vase with Chinese pat- 
terns has curving foliage com- 
ing out of it, this forms great 
imbalan c e as it swells out to 
the left, another branch ren- 
dered in softer tones repeats 
the same movement pulling 
the composition more to the 
right while a cruciform forma- 
tion of leaves m front moves 
the point of emphasis off- 
center and to right. This and a 
little protruding tuft on the 
side poll the whole composi- 
tion together. The general 
form lies before a striated 
background where the stripes 
gradate from a deep yellow at 
the bottom to tighter tints at 
the top. It stabilises the com- 
position even further. The 
game is won!! 

Fantasy plays an intrinsic 
pan m a sketchy panning of an 
ice skater. Vivacious rhythms 
in earth colours represent tire 
crowd. The skater, and the 
rink are all blue on a white 
ground. One yellow brush- 
stroke at tire top holds the 
composition together and 
alleviates tire contrast of col- 
our. She accentuates the 
swaying movement of the dan- 
cer by drawing a curvilinear 
line beside her. 

Berouti finally paints a por- 
trait of herself. She c a pt u re s 
the striking depth of her dark 
eyes... a silent statement! The 
sketchy outline of the portrait 
comes forward followed by 
vertical areas of colour. An 
informal rendering that is very 
ex pr e ssi ve. 

In all tins variety one sees 
one common factor, the avid 
eyes of tire artist looking fur- 
tively for underlying f or m , for 
vivacious rhythms and for all 
possibilities of colour tonali- 
ties. 



Gmstrucdioo... going 


Camp window 


Palestinian dies in Jerusalem 


Israel turning away from political solution 


~ from page I) 
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" nftvfsrai • 40L0)^: officii iwr 
Palesti- 
nian* fighting tireoampation 
mi g ht T ty organisation's 

bra^dd 7 fixe*EpM if Israel con- 
tmncdkahngAnibs. 

V. Mafcamraed Sbdbi se cret a ry of 
-lie Palcrtine National Council, 
-fold the Arab Jerusalem weekly 
AlNadwefc '’There is a decision 
J^ffrePtXJpK of 

firMhm af fins stage, provided 
- th« -tid» rferirion is met by -a 
wvflised (espouse. 

; if the (Israeli) practices 
continue... there wifi be a reas- 
sriBarent of thc drason.^ . . . 
. bfaikmahK feadrri m the Gaza 
St- p Friday jorned Wot Baiik 
wtewrtaouia hunger strikerpro- 


seeking U.N.bdp. Priesti i ntn 
activate ffom the West Bank and 
Arab Jerasriem have been fasting 
yfr f y y JSunday. * 
y, There have; been indy a hand- 

1 jrj liijf J ‘«-g nnnti if ifigi JaMjlIa. 

ictttOT. vommwiw enniwm, 

butthero has bee& stiincrease in 
ctdfc tol use pm s a met last Sun- 
d^js . R^h^' Xaaapn m*ftmur- 
derj ',.. - 
;/ Tbc Poputer Fronl for the li- 
beratiott ofPafc-gHne (FFI-P) v tije 


second largest' faction in the 

- FLOeaHed in a leaflet dtaributed 
. after the killings Gar the use of 
■ weapons agai nst Israefis. 

' “Every pasting day proves that 
• _ tins criminal enemy fortifies his 
existence by tire use of force and 
sggresinaa and thus will not be 
; forced » withdraw from our land 
. except by revohitionary vkrience, 
foremost of which is armed strog- 
gle, “the FHJP raid. - 

The Palestinian leaden staging 
. lire Moger strike have raid their 
. test w» intended to underline ^ the 
non-violent nature of the intifa- 
da.- 

Sbedi said the PLO was not 
demanding an international 
peacekeeping force in tire occu- 
.. pied terehories but only U.N. 

. observes to protect Palestinians. 

He condemned the expkdta- 
- tkm of Priestizaan anger over the 
maim kitting to ipdte violent dis- 
turbances in Jordan - 

Israel rays a U.N. observer 
force in dm occupied territories is 
amccenuy because hundreds of 
fineqp journaEsts, rAef tiaSera 

- and t«w»y n rights officials are. 
■heady monitoring Israeli sol- 
diers. 

r -But 'foreign journalists are 
.. routinely barred from trouble 
. spots, and Palestinian* say the aid 
.workers arc powerless to protect 


them against Israeli army exces- 
ses. 

During this week's upsurge in 
violence, (be army placed most of 
tire occupied territories under 
curfew. Journalists wine ■ not 
allowed to enter without a milit- 
ary escort and were not allowed 
to roam freely. 

Throughout the uprising, trou- 
ble spots have frequently been 
declared dosed military areas or 
placed under curfew, barring the 
media from observing first hand. 

Two foreign aid organisations, 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross and the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) have formed informal 
monitoring teams since the start 
of the uprising. 

The 42 teams, 30 from UN- 
RWA and 12 from the Red 
Cross, each consist of an interna- 
tional staffer and a Palestinian 
assistant, who patrol assigned 
districts in white radio cars. 

Headquarters dispatches the 
teams to hot spots whenever 
dashes erupt between Palestinian 
stone throwers and the army. 

"They see what they can do to 
cooTic m pcrs. defuse the situation 
and assist the wounded,” said Bill 
Lee, a spokesman of UNRWA, 
which rant schools and clinics in 
refugee camps. 


“We are the international pre- 
sence, the eyes and ears of tire 
international community,” Lee 
said, adding that the teams' 
weekly reports were forwarded to 
UJN. headquarters in New York. 

Lee said UNRWA <&1 not have 
a mandate to intervene in dashes, 
but another U.N. official said 
“observers” sometimes tried to 
stop troops from beating protes- 
ters or firing teargas recklessly. 
- “We try to maintain contact 
with local army commanders, but 
they certainly don't recognise us 
as having a bearing on what they 
do,” added the official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

President George Bosh said 
Thursday he was troubled by 
increasing violence between 
Israelis and Palestinians and said 
be was trying to encourage peace 
talks. 

“I have called on both sides for 
restraint,” Bush toM a news con- 
ference. “I have called on the 
Israeli forces to show constraint. I 
am worried about it. I am trou- 
bled by the loss of human life in 
this area... I think particularly of 
children in this situation.” 

The president said the answer 
is peace talks, “and I win do 
everything I can to get the talks 
for peace going.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

where the role of tire United 
States is increasing and where its 
influence is becoming greater,” 
Qasem said. This resulted in a 
decre a se in political and military 
support provided for tire Arabs 
by the Soviet Union, thus putting 
ns in front of a new reality, 
warranting self-reliance and for- 
mulating a position capable of 
bridging die political gap result- 
ing from tire Soviet vacuum.” 
Qasem said Soviet Jewish im- 


migration to Israel was “harmful 
to Arab national security in addi- 
tion to being a violation of the 
rights of tire Palestinian people 
and international laws and 
norms.” 

“Despite these harmful and 
rimnapn g twuwh immigra- 
tion to Palestine was a source of 
joy and happiness to the Israelis 
bM&use it nourishes tire Israeli 
extremism and contributes to 
boosting tire Israeli economy." 

Qasem noted that one of the 
dimensions of immigration was 


that “tthe Israeli rightists are now 
gaining the internal battle.” He 
warned that the Israeli rightists 
“will divert attention from peace- 
making into accommodating 
more Jewish immigrants and put- 
ting immigration on top of 
Israel’s priorities.” 

Qasem said “tire coordinated 
hostile campaign against Iraq re- 
veals that tire instigator and the 
prone beneficiary of such cam- 
paigns is Israel.” 

“Destroying Arab European 
relations, obstructing prospects 


of Arab-American relations 
based on mutual respect and in- 
terests and precluding the de- 
velopment of a new American 
positions towards the Palestine 
question figure high among tire 
benefits which Israel sought to 
achieve from such campaign 
against Iraq,” he said. - 
Qasem called on the Arab Na- 
tion to capitalise on this campaign 
to accelerate its development 
pace in all fields and noted in this 
regard to decisions adopted at tire 
Amman summit. 


Police chief says investigations under way 


(Coatfamed from page 1) 

general, countering reported 
ac c us a ti ons that police used force 
selectively against demonstrators 
during tire past week. “Whoever 
commits a crime, such as tire 
attacks against banks and 
breweries or whatever, will be 
brought to justice, no matter who 
he is and why he did it,” be 
stressed. 

But the police chief said that 
pofiee “will not rely on hearsay” 
and win make arrests and press 
charges only after “we have hard 
facts.” 

He pointed out that during last 
week's widespread demonstra- 
tions and acts of protests against 


Israeli massacres of Palestinians, 
the department’s “first priority 
was to establish -cahn, but that 
whoever committed a crime will 
be investigated.” 

In Tuesday evening’s mob 
attacks, two beer breweries, one 
distillery in tire Zarqa area and a 
few restaurants and banks in Rus- 
scifa were hit by a group of 
rioters who broke away from a 
larger demonstration which ori- 
ginated in Russeifa, according to 
an eyewitness account. 

The original demonstration 
passed peacefully by the 
breweries and Eagle (A1 Nisr) 
Distillery which lie close to one 
another, according to this 
account. But later, and apparent- 


ly after demonstrators noticed the 
absence of police patrols in the 
area, a smaller group of people 
returned in cars and pick-ups and 
started attacking the liquor facili- 
ties with their ammunition of 
stones, metal bars and fire 
bombs. They inflicted “heavy” 
damage on the two breweries and 
some damage in tire arak distil- 
lery before police protection ar- 
rived and they had to flee the 
scene. 

Owners of the distillery, noting 
that three other factories manu- 
facturing Co2 gas, dry ice and 
medical alcohol are situated near- 
by, said there was a danger of 
much bigger damage and injuries 
if the situation had not come 


under control. 

The JD 6 million compound 
bousing the distillery and the 
three factories, as well as a per- 
fumes factory and a plant for 
making snacks, are all owned and 
operated by the Haddad family. 
The two breweries, Amsiel and 
Henninger, as well as the Haddad 
factories have stopped operations 
since the riots and are waiting for 
d am age assessment and govern- 
ment reassurances before getting 
back into production again, their 
owners said Friday. 

Security sources said that 
police interfered around 10 
o’clock on Tuesday and were able 
to deter the rioters by using tear- 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuT$tf»tn Amman. 

Ta km ai wy< nHrtb 

Open&ih 12. 

' UM-&3Q 

Wad Sag® Road- near Traffic 

Aman, Jordan ' 

V TeL' 861922 / 


The Rrst Class Hotel In 
. Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room..! 
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Amman -Tel 668193 
P.0. Sox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
ExDatrlates and 
Businessmen 


CHEN’S 


mum- 


RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street,. Yarrnouk 
Engineers' Housing 
- Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian B&rbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
.Teh 818214 
..Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 

p-m, 

^ &30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Scrvki 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gec- 

• JUMBOphoto 

wbm 30% Imm?’ 

' Free eeler##- 
seot 29 x 30 cm 


■Shmctsani - Opp. Grimflays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 
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TEL: 621 775 
TUC : 23 0 33 


FAX: €56 370 
P0B : 815 408 
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Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 


Open Dally 12.30-3J0pm 
7,30-11.30 pm 

Afisr ths Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd cbde 


Tel 659519 659520 
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Hants CeisfaM 


_ VHflMy 

O'ryx Band & 
Oriental Belly-dancer 
RUWAYDAH 

For reservation 
caft 640990-15 a _ 



Ukeagood 
neighbour, the 
Minaret Is always 
there 


Just CaB Us 

; Sales Dept. 833479 - 

Rental DepL 833478 f 


MOVING ? 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works. 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 


'Wit ** 


OPENING 

on Sunday 


Tel : 030X71 

JABAL AMMAN 2nd CIRCLE. 
BEHIND TURKISH EMBASSY 


WANTED 


"Canada & USA 
needs domestics" 
Mail biodata to; 


International Case 
94, St- “0”, Toronto, 
Canada. 
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Mercedes-Benz Sales and Service $ 
You are cordially invited to visit th$ 
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Iran faces population dilemma 


Tfee s&y scr ap pers mushrooming in Indonesia’s capital are a symbol of the fast-paced model libation of tbe economy (WNL). 

Indonesia well placed 
in development race 


By Jon Miller 

JAKARTA (WNL) — When Tim 
Castle came to Jakarta from the 
United States 13 years ago, die 
city of about 10 million was ev- 
erything that everyone had said it 
wouid be: dirty, crowded, noisy, 
squalid and chaotic. 

"Now all you have to do is look 
out the window, at the roads, the 
new buildings,” Castle says. “Xfs 
nigh: and day. The difference is 
incredible. There's no other word 
for it." 

Castle, who heads the consult- 
ing firm Business Advisory In- 
donesia, is in some ways a profes- 
sional cheerleader for this vast, 
equatorial island nation. But it's 
hard to find anyone in the busi- 
ness community who is not im- 
pressed with the near-total 
change in Indonesia's investment 
climate during the past seven 
years. 

That change, which can be 
traced to a series of deregulation 
moves beginning in 1983, has 
helped Indonesia establish itself 
firmly alongside Thailand in 
.Asia’s next wave of newly indus- 
trialised countries (NICs). 

The fifth most populous nation 
in the world, Indonesia has par- 
layed the stability of 24 years of 
relatively benign socialist military 
rule into an increasingly diversi- 
fied, expanding economy. Now 
foreign investors, who had waited 
for decades for a chance to gain a 
foothold here, are racing to take 
advantage of Indonesia's labour, 
markets and natural resources. 

To Castle, who was recently 
elected president of Jakarta's 
American Chamber of Com- 
merce, the favourable business 
climate is a reflection of sound, 
rational planning. But he and 
other business analysts attribute 
the impetus for that planning to a 
potentially devastating drop in 
world oil prices in the early mid- 
1980s. 

Throughout the 1970s Indone- 
sia was dependent on ofi revenues 
for the bulk of its foreign ex- 
change. As oil prices rose the 
economy grew. But beset by cor- 
ruption and mismanagement in 
its state-owned petroleum indus- 
try, the government was forced to 
borrow heavily to finance its 
ambitious development plans. 
When the price of oil plunged 
from U.S. $34 a barrel in 1981 to 


less than U.S. $10 a barrel two 
years later, Indonesia, heavily in 
debt and with few sources of 
foreign capital, teetered on the 
edge of economic collapse. 

The drop in oil prices was 
compounded when the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) subtan tially 
cut Indonesia's production 
quotas. The nation's economic 
planners, faced with disaster, 
were forced to look for new ways 
to attract foreign money. “It was 
quite an adjustment to make, and 
tney realised that the only way 
they’d be able to do it would be to 
switch from au import- 
substitution, heavily protected 
economy to an export-oriented, 
minimall y protected economy,” 
Castle explains. “And that’s ex- 
actly what they (fid.” 

Beginning with a tax-reform 
package in 1983, the government 
instituted a succession of basic 
reforms. “They reduced licensing 
requirements, reduced tariffs, eli- 
minated trade monopolies or car- 
tels that they had set up in the 
domestic market,” Castle says. 
“Then finally they opened up a 
very wide range of manufacturing 
and some service industries to 
foreign investment.” 

“All this is marked contrast to 
before, when there were high 
duties, heavily protected local in- 
dustries and an investment board 
that saw itself as a policeman 
whose job it was to limit, control 
and discipline people. They 
changed that to an investment 
board whose goal was motion and 
whose achievements were mea- 
sured by how much was invested 
in Indonesia.” 

Quick results 

Results followed quickly. Total 
foreign investment (excluding in- 
vestment in the banking and oil 
sectors) more than tripled be- 
tween 1982 and 1988. But since 
late 1988, when restrictions on 
foreign banks were softened, 
Jakarta has seen a flood of new 
investments in this sector. Eleven 
foreign banks are now operating, 
and several others are planning to 
set up business in the near future. 
Everywhere one looks in this 
sprawling dty, there are signs of 
the country's new international- 
ism. 

Not that the transformation has 


been without its idiosyncrasies: 
personal influence, traditionally a 
pillar of the Indonesian economy, 
is still valuable currency here. 
President Suharto’s primary poli- 
tical liability — the burgeoning 
fortunes of his wife and children 
— is seen by some as a major 
liability for the economy as well. 

According to Irfan Nasution, 
an analyst with the private think- 
tank Business International, the 
highly personalised nature of In- 
donesia's business world can have 
a stultifying effect on competi- 
tion. “The big groups here get big 
not because of their management 
strength or skills but because of 
their relationship with govern- 
ment,” be claims. 

Nasutkm adds that foreigners 
who wish to do business in In- 
donesia, especially in tbe public 
sector, know they will have a 
much easier time breaking in if 
they can hook up with an “irmer- 
carde” businessman or a member 
of Suharto’s family. He says gov- 
ernment agencies often act as 
intermediaries for foreigners 
looking for influential partners. 
“If you have a contact with the 
royal family, it can take one day 
to set up all the licenses and get 
all the approvals,” Nasution 
notes. 

Castle acknowledges that there 
are irregularities, particularly in 
bidding for government con- 
tracts. But, he says, most foreign 
firms simply avoid doing business 
with die government, and he 
discounts the importance of brib- 
ery or influence-buying in die 
private sector. Nasution, howev- 
er, cites situations where influen- 
tial people are permitted to 
break, or at least evade, regula- 
tions designed to encourage com- 
petition. 

One example of influence- 
peddling caused a small uproar 
early this year. A group of In- 
donesian businessmen planned to 
open a department store in a new 
building on a prime commercial 
street in Jakarta. The land on 
which the building sits is owned 
by one of tbe president’s sons. 
Government regulations forbid 
foreign investment in Indonesia's 
poorly developed retail sector, 
but news leaked out that the 
Indonesian businessmen were 
teaming up with tbe Japanese 
retail giant, Sogo, to establish a 
Sogo store. 


The Indonesian group assured 
critics that die store was to be 100 
per cent locally owned and that 
Sogo had merely signed a technic- 
al assistance agreement that in- 
volved no money. No mention 
was made of royalties, manage- 
ment fees, licensing fees or other 
financial arrangements, Nasution 
says. 

In early March, when tbe name 
Sogo appeared on a large neon 
sign on the building, many in the 
business community were non- 
plussed. The owners of die store 
explained that the name was only 
a symbol, not die name of the 
Japanese company. On the 
strength of that clarification the 
controvers y died down and the 
bright red Sogo trademark re- 
mained. But, observers say, the 
new store looks exactly like a 
Japanese Sogo retail outlet. 

Castle argues that the truth 
about such controversies is usual- 
ly “a lot less sinister” than the 
stories that constantly circulate in 
Jakarta’s business c ommuni ty. 
“Indonesia’s commercial world 
really runs like the commercial 
world pretty much anywhere," he 
says. 

* 

Castle admits that the economy 
is not yet felly developed, but he 
points to signs that tbe Indone- 
sian government is serious about 
modernising it. One example is 
tbe newly established stock ex- 
change, a small, fairly sluggish 
investment arena that is still 
dosed to foreigners. “A foreign 
investor who comes here is going 
to say, ‘What does die stock 
market mean to mean to me?’ 
Well, die correct answer is no- 
thing — right now,” Castle says. 
“But it’s one more sign that 
Indonesia is catching up and 
trying to keep up with its neigh- 
bours and the rest of the world.” 

Couple the government's sys- 
tematic drive to modernise with a 
hogs population, political stabil- 
ity. a rapidly improving infras- 
tructure and abundant natural 
resources and you have, says 
Castle, an almost foolproof re- 
cipe for success: “There are very 
few countries that could say. To- 
day we’re going to do this,’ and 
seven or eight years down tbe 
road still be grinding out that 
same policy, and pretty much 
accomplishing the major things 
that it wanted to accomplish.” 


Arafat calls for ‘emergency force’ 


(Con tinned from page 1) 


civilian or military force he prop- 
osed. An Arab League offidal 
said the council would have to 
work out its make-up. 

“It does not mean force or 
observers as different categories, 
it would be a new blend- of both 
types,” Clovis Maksoud, the 
Arab League’s U.N. representa- 
tive, told reporters after Arafat’s 
address to a packed meeting. 

Wearing Khakhi fatigues and 
his usual chequered headdress, 
the PLO leader also urged the 
council to impose sanctions on 
Israel in light of the success of 
similar action against South Afri- 
ca in bringing about a change 
there. 

“The situation now requires 
urgent action,” he toki the coun- 
cil, meeting for the first time 

in Geneva because of doubts on 
whether the United States would 
grant Mm a visa to come to New 
York. 

Arafat also asked Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
designate a fall-time envoy to 


work on bringing peace to the 
region or that Perez de Cuellar 
hims elf undertake the job. 

He stressed on several occa- 
sions that despite tbe current 
bloodshed the PLO stood by its 
peace initiative of 1988 when it 
recognised Israel's right to exist 
for the first time. 

Israel has become increasingly 
isolated and even its main ally, 
the United States, says it is will-, 
ing to discuss sending an observer 
team to the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip — an idea Israel 
rejects^ 

The PLO Chairman asked for a 
resolution to provide “interna- 
tional protection to the Palesti- 
nian people... in the occupied 
territories under the flag of tbe 
United Nations and by means of 
international emergency forces.” 

The United States, which as a 
permanent member can veto 
Security Council measures, says it 
envisages a short visit — perhaps 
a fact-finding tour — rather than 
using the Jerusalem-based U.N. 
Trace Supervision Organisation 
or setting up a similar permanent 
mission. 

Washington says its main goal 


is to restart peace moves towards 
Israeli-Palestiman dialogue, so 
far rejected by Israel. 

Arafat also called on the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council — the United 
States, Soviet Union, Britain, 
France and China — to meet 
immediately to prepare for an 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East. 

The Israeli government dismis- 
ses last Sunday’s murder, which 
prompted Arab delegates to ask 
for the council session, as the act 
of a “deranged” individual. But 
Araft said it was the result of the 
insanity of the whole Israeli sys- 
tem. 

“It was not the insanity of an 
individual or his derangement, as 
the Israeli officials have claimed, 
that was responsible for the mas- 
sacre of black Sunday. 

“The primary responsibility 
falls on die insanity and derange- 
ment of the whole system, a 
system which is haunted by 
mythical ghosts, by illfxsiozis of 
defunct racial superiority and by 
tiie obsession with expansion and 
invasion... " Arafat said. 

In Washington, Secretary of 


State James Baker Friday reiter- 
ated U.S. opposition to perma- 
nent stationing of U.S. observers 
in the occupied territories. 

But be said “the idea of the 
secretary-general sending one of 
his top aides to take a look at the 
situation and return is something 
quite di ffe r ent.” 

A U.S. offidal said bis delega- 
tion does not plan to address the 
Geneva session. 

The council’s session was 
shifted from New York to Gene- 
va to allow Arafat to speak. Arab 
delegations wanted to avoid a 
showdown with the United 
States, which has barred tbe PLO 
chief from entry in the past. 

No decisions are foreseen at 
the Geneva meeting, which is 
expected to end Saturday at the 
latest, diplomats say. 

The session is likely to resume 
Tuesday in New York, U-N. 
spokesman Francois Ciuliani 
said. 

French Ambassador Pierre- 
Louis Blanc said the council 
should envisage sending a UJN. 
fact-finding mission to the occu- 
pied territories. 


By FJS. Ghorbud 
TEHRAN — Some government 
sources in Iran are predicting 
serious food shortages in the fu- 
ture if population gro wt h is not 
checked. Thus there is mounting' 
propaganda from the g o v ernm ent 
for reducing the rate of growth, 
and there is a general realisation 
that tiie available facilities and 
resources cannot support present 
numbers. 

Iran’s population growth is one 
of the highest in the world. Offi- 
cial Iranian figures put it at 3.2 
per cent a year, but some experts 
believe it is even higher. One 
analyst, using provisional esti- 
mates from the 1986 census, 
thinks growth is at least 3.7 per 
cent a year, with the population 
'having nearly doubled between 
1966 and 1986, from 25.8 mflfion 
to 49.9 million. 

The dimate has never been so 
favourable for a population poli- 
cy and efforts to reduce the birth 
rate to a more manageable level. 
But in spite erf tins no sig ni fic an t 
and lasting reduction is likely to 
take place yet 

Educated women have for a 
long time had small families and 
they have become even smaller 
since the revolution because pa- 
rents consider tbe educational di- 
mate unsatisfactory. However, 
the proportion of women who is 
highly educated is small, and for 
the great majority of women 
there are reasons to bare more 
children rather than fewer. 

First, nttfi recently the govern- 
ment was encouraging families to 
have many children — to replace 


anniversary 

By RSde Simek 

BREMEN (DaD) — Headlines 
such as “ships in distress due to 
storm,” or “Rescued after 30 
hours at sea” occurred yet 
again last winter as a result of 
emergencies in the North Sea 
and Baltic. They draw our 
attention to the Bremen-based 
German Society for Rescuing 
Shipwrecks, which celebrates 
its 125th anniversary this year. 
Citizens with determination 
and drive founded the society in 
1865 and it today enjoys a high 
reputation in shipping circles 
worldwide for its crews, ready 
to go into action 24 hours a day, 
and its high-performance re- 
scue craft Ernst Meier-Hedde, 
chairman of the society, said: 
“Every SOS or Mayday call is 
for us not only a despairing cry 
for help but also a fresh chal- 
lenge to battle with the ele- 
ments.” 

Excluding technical crew 
members, the society has 220 
voluntary rescuers manning the 
society's craft They put to sea 
2,200 times last year and res- 
cued almost 2,000 people from 
distress or from situations that 
threatened their lives. They 
transported about 600 sick or 
injured people from ships or 
islands to the main land and 
saved 72 vessels from total loss. 
Furthermore the society’s Res- 
cue Coordination Centre in 
Bremen, which monitors all 
calls for help, took part in 
aiding about 130 cases of dis- 
tress outside its own area of 
responsibility, which covers 
Federal Republic's territorial 
waters in the North Sea and the 


tiie “martyis” who (Bed in the 
fighting and to make tiie Islamic 
Republic a great country. A 
sudden reversal of tins policy 
could not easily be understood by 
the majority of the people. Cou- 
ples with large families have been 
receiving financial incentives Kke 
food stamps and priority in ac- 
quiring land and houses. Besides, 
tiie less of young sons or dose 
relatives is still fresh in the mem- 
ory of many women and encour- 
ages older women to want more 
children. 

Second, in marriage, , women 
lave few rights and little security. 
Tbe minim am age of marriage, 
which was 18 before the Islamic 
revolution, has gradually come 
down to nine, with no objection 
from government officials. A 
shortage in tbe number of eligible 
and employed young men, 
changes to the marriage law, plus 
tiie wide spread of wealth and 
influence, have permitted a grow- 
th in pdypmy. The wives of poly- 
gamous men. who are usually 
younger than their husbands, are 
often forced to compete with 
each other for his attention, and 
to inherit his possessions. One 
way of trying to do this is by 
having more children. So despite 
the shortfall in young men, there 
are nevertheless no fewer chil- 
dren being bora. 

Some families have seen their 
income reduced severely and this 
has led them to want their daugh- 
ters married at the first opportun- 
ity. Mothers are advising tbeir 
daughters to have children as 
soon as possible to secure tbeir 


marriages and teenage pregnan- women should £* 

ties have become more common. : present it 
Education for girls is limited poorer. to 


and infe rior at all levels. Some 
branches of education are closed 
to women. Unemployment, high 
for everyone, is especia ll y bad for 
women- Some women have been 
removed from their jobs because 
their appearance or -behaviour 
did not fit official Islamic stan-‘ 
daxds. 

Many of the laws that cover 
contraception are vague, and in 
any -case access , to contraception 
is H mired. Permanent methods 
can be used only with permission 
from a special court, and abor- 
tions are illegal. Centres offering 
temporary methods are few, and 
only in cities, and make no 
attempt to attract women to 
them. 

Several steps could be taken to 
reduce the birth rate without 
much expense, but it is unlikely 
-that tbe government will take any 
of them. The first step should be 
to raise the marriage age back to 
its previous level (18 for girls and 
22 for boys). Women's rights in 
marriage need to be protected 
and divorce conducted by non- 
religious courts. Discrimination 
against girls in education should 
be abolished. 

People should be taught more 
about tbe benefits of small fami- 
lies and ways to achievement. A 
mass media campaign, with in- 
formation from unbiased experts, 
needs to be directed both at 
women of reproductive age and 
their influential in-laws. • 

Employment prospects for 


work outride the house with me n. 
But there coukl be opportunities 
for women to work togethor in 
areas traditionally tbeir domain,, 
such as dress mak ing, Gookiugu 
and manufacturing and .sc ffingj 
household goods. Such project^ 
give women some security as well 
as giving them confidence and' 
status and widening their bon-' 
zoos beyond marriage, chQd care, 
and housekeeping. Security is im- 
portant, especially for - widows 
without financial support J . - 

Orte way of enaiuragnig smalr 
ler families would be to iutorduce. 
measures to safeguard - the well -, 
being of children — propo 1 nutri- 
tion, regular health care,, and 
priority in education. Youn&con- 
pies should be discouraged from, 
having children " too soon "and 
from having more than two. 
Family pl anning and child health 
centres could be set up, wife 
mobile clinics to ■ reach "the- vil- 
lages.. .... 1 A,;,..-- 

In 1984 the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) re-, 
sooted assistance to Iran and last 
year completed an assessment of 
needs there.- A? a result, ai two- 
year $4 mflfion programme will 
be put in place to provide mater- 
nal and -child health an d family 
planning services-. Other intern-, 
tional and nion -governmental 
organisations vriU abo heed to be 
involved- it -the government Re- 
solves to try to revise, the pre- 
sent trend. — IPPF/People Fea- 
tures.. _• 
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The German Society for tiie Rescue of Shipwrecks 
has at its disposal rescue vessels snob as this 
modern rescue launch, which was put into service 
in 1988. It is 27.5 metres long. This year tire 


society, founded hi Bremen, celebrates its 125th 
anniversary. Last year done the sodety’s volun- 
teers rescued about 2,000 people In. distress in 
2,200 operations (Photo: DaD/DPA 


Baltic. Since the* society was 
founded more than 50,000 peo- 
ple in distress from all over the 
world bave been rescued, and 
42 of the society’s volunteers 
have lost their lives. 

In 1865 the society operated 
simple rowing boats and set up 
two distress stations. Over the 
years its rescue work has de- 
veloped and now tiie society 
operates 36 craft — from life- 
boats seven metres in length to 
44-metre-long launches. This 
fleet of rescue vessels is to be 
expanded and modernised. On 
May 23, tbe date of the socie- 
ty’s 125th anniversary, a new 


23-metre rescue launch was 
named and put into service. 
The society will offer vessels 
which have been decommis- 
sioned to friendly rescue ser- 
vices in other countries, to 
.strengthen their search and re- 
duce facilities or so that they 
can be used ot train young men 
in sea rescue. Recently the res- 
cue launch “Adolph Berra- 
pofal" was sold to Finland fbr- 
this purpose. 

The German society works 
closely with rescue services in 
Denmark, Sweden, Britain and 
the Netherlands. It is financed 
almost entirely by contributions 


and donations from jts 180,000 
members. Last year the socie- 
ty’s funds of DM 18.5 million 
were almost entirely used for 
sea resede services and related 
facilities oh land such as distress 
stations, radio stations and ship' 
maintenance; only ten per cent 
of income was used for public 
relations and administration. 
Ernst Meier -Tiedde said: 
“Even in difficult times - tbe 
public has shown its trust m the. 
society, and has contributed in 
this way to our being able to 
rescue Thousands of people 
from all over from distress and 
danger.” 


Normalcy prevails as independence marked 


(Continued from page 1) 

soul for you, oh Hussein,” was 
chanted repeatedly by the de- 
monstrators, according to eyewit- 
ness accounts. 

In his first comment on last 
week’s violent incidents involving 
security forces and demonstra- 
tors, the King said Thursday tiie 
situation was handled with great 
restraint by police and the events 
themselves should be seen as part 
of “tiie democratic life we are 
experiencing now and of which 
we are proud.” 

“Our forces acted with great 
restraint in the face of what to all 
Arabs was a terrible provocation 
and a terrible crime,” tiie King 
said referring to Sunday’s mas- 
sacre of Palestinians. 

Addressing a short press con- 
ference held at the Prime Minis- 
try after a rec ep tion hosted by 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran to 
mark Independence Day, the 
King announced that he would be 
presenting a Jordanian plan to 
the emergency Arab summit to 
be held in Baghdad Monday. 

“I will present and direct, dear 
and precise st e p s to tbe a nmi m t 

and I hope I win have the honour 

of presenting it on behalf of tbe 
Jordanian people,” tbe King said. 

The King also expressed hope 
that the resolutions of tbe summit 
would be “ diffe re n t from earlier 
summits.” 


“The changes which are taking 
place in the world and the 
dangerous threats faring every- 
one places a large responsibility 
on Arab leaders to unite in a form 
different than before to be able to 
face these difficulties and arrive 
at the right timing for this nation 
in tins day and tomorrow,” the 
King said. 

King Hussein pointed out that 
although Jordan “has passed dif- 
ficult and trying times, Jordan 
today is a source of pride, as it 
has always been and probably 
more than any time before.’* 

He added that he hoped that 
anything that takes place in Jor- 
dan is beneficial to Jordan. T 
believe that what happened is a 
reaction to a crime that shocked 
us all.” 1 m said. 

He th a n ked the overwhelming 
majority of Jordanians “who 
stood together to control the inci- 
dents and contributed to the (res- 
toration) of stability and calm.” 

The King also pointed out that 
the awareness of Jordanians 
would not allow any party to 
exploit the series of demonstra- 
tions which broke out in different 
parts of the K in gdom in conde- 
mnation of the Israeli massacre. 

The King was responding to a 
question on whether he believed 
there were any organised ele- 
ments behind tiie violent features 
of some of the demonstrations. 

“There might have been some 


organised people responsible for 
excesses which took place which 
were in contradiction to what we 
felt in our hearts and minds and 
everything that is this country,” 
tiie King said. 

“I believe that the fut ure car- 
ries a dear vision that -win not be 
limited to the minority but to the 
majority of citizens in this coun- 
try,” the King said. 

Asked whether he felt that 
police had used excessive force in 
dealing with the demonstrators, 
tbe King said: “This the image 
they would like to portray on the 
otter side (of the river) fart this is 
not true at all.” 

In most of the trouble spots 
where violence erupted Monday 
and Tuesday, security forces kept 
a discreet vigil but no 'violent 
incidents were reported Friday. 

The central theme of mosque 
sermons at Friday prayers were 
condemnation of Israeli practices 
against the Palestinians in the 
occupied territories and calls on 
the people in Jordan to remain 
calm and refrain fro m resorting to 
violent protests. 

fa Hhtin refugee camp north- 
east of Amman, residents buried 
21-year-old Mohammad Abbas 
after a mass funeral attended by 
over ‘3,000 people. Abbas was 
shot dead Tuesday and offidal 
statements said the firearm used 
in tiie shooting was not of any of 
the types used by security forces. 


The funeral was attended by sever- 
al members of the Lower Home of 
Parfiament, mdading ■ All Hawn* 
deb, Yaoob Qoxrasb, Mohammad A1 : 
Hflj and Mainour Murad. 

The deceased’s father, receiving 
ooodolciicei, said lie was “prood that 
my son gave his life as a martyr.” He 
said he did not blame securiiyforces 
lot his son’s death/ “though I would 
have been prouder if be had given his 
Bfc in Pdeaw, where the actual 
battle for liberation is." 

Abbas was the second fatality in - 
Kttin, where de monstrators fought 
pitched battles with seernity 'forces for 
most of Tuesday and. Wednesday.-' 
Except for the emotional fhneral Fri- 
day, total calm prevailed in the area 
m what a ppeared to be the resate of a 

concerted effort by political activists 
a mi P arliament members, camp 
riders and security forces. One resi- ■ 
“id committees' were being' 

formed to ensure that no repetidoo of 
tbe violent events occ ur r e d. • 

The first fatality in -the amy was 
laid to rest Wednesday. / '- . rv 

Aswnfing to sources, four people 
£2*. fc*? 641 and donseni injured in 
Monday s andTnesday’s dishes with' 
aeoaniy forces. in foe refugee tamps: 
JJBeqaa, ,at Wibdat and Ubid 
Jtetown of Zero*. Many anesdWere- 
made of pe°pte who., resorted;, to 
riotencc. bureau them, were 

Wednesday afternoon. 
topdHetj sources. It was dm 
mown Friday whether any vtkr arrest 
wwmade as police bundled fovea- 
JJJf® 01 * 8 mto tiie various events to 


wfad^dnal was respou&ip .-teSe- 
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Italy accuses Israel of repression 


ROME (R) — Italy's Prime 
Minister Giulio Andreotti has ac- 
cused Israel of repression in the 
occupied territories. 

“The Israeli government has 
managed to respond (to the 
Palestinian uprising) so far only 
with repression and the refusal of 
any negotiations," Andreotti said 
Tnutsdsy. 

'In Europe, 1989 demolished 
w*Bs and curtain*. dogma and 
‘prejudice... in the Holy Land it 
ooittohdated divisions and suspi- 
aons,” he told die Italian senate 
daring a debate on the latest 
violence in the Gaza Strip. 

Andreuiti said Israel should 
“accept the offer of dialogue that 
comes from the more responsible 
part of the Palestinian move- 
ment." 

"It seems at times, in the light 
of the rigidity of some Israeli' 
positions, that the very fact that 
toe other party is prepared to 
compromise accentuates suspi- 
cions and is perceived as a subtle 
threat to the security of the Jew- 
ish state,** he said. 

Andreotti said be favoured 
sending United Nations observers 
to the West Bank and Gaza Scrip. 

A French government minuter 
Thursday described tonditions in 


the Gaza Strip as tragic and said a 
speedy peace effort was needed 
to end the misery. 

French Secretary of State for 
Humanitarian Aid Bernard 
Kouehner toured Gaza, where 13 
Palestinians have died and about 
800 been wounded in dashes with 
Israeli troops and settlers since 
Sunday's killing of eight Gaza 
workers near Tel Aviv. 

“It was for ns that sort of 
tragedy and sadness, of that wall 
comptetdy dosed and the people 
behind it," be said of the anny 
curfew clamped on Gaza since 
Sunday. 

"We felt that behind the dosed 
walls that people there were wait- 
ing, of course may be waiting for 
(he end of curfew, but also wait- 
ing for peace," Kouehner told 40 
Palestinian leaders on hunger 
strike in Arab Jerusalem. 

Hie nationalist leaders are' 
pressing for international protec- 
tion for Arabs in the occupied 
territories, where violence ex- 
ploded after the attack on Sunday 
by an Israeli gunman. 

Kouehner, on a hastily- 
arranged visit, said France had 
offered to send medical special- 
ists and aid to the occupied tem-. . 
tones/ ~ 


France airlifts citizens 
from riot-torn Gahnn 



LIBREVILLE (R) — France air- 
lifted 800- of its 3,000 citizens 
from the Gabonese city of Port 
Geatfl Friday after riots against 
President Omar Bongo spawned 
'widespread looting, French 
sources said. 

“It waa a voluntary evacuation 
but the French military author- 
ities strongly advised us to go,** 
arid a 33-year-old woman whose 
restaurant fa this Central African 
country was set cm fire and des- 
troyed daring riots Wednesday. 

French Cooperation Minister 
Jacques Pelletier said in Paris that 
“the gov ernm ent has taken the 
necessary steps to allow French 
citizens to leave Port Gentil if 
they so derive.’' 

He reported fresh trouble dur- 
ing the night in the oil port, 130 
kOotnetres southwest of the capit- 
al of Libreville, as protests con- 
tinued against Bongo . 

Gabon’s official daily LTJoiou 
laid two people were killed in 
dots whkb began after the body 
of an opposition leader wa» disco- 
vered in a Libreville hotel Tues- 
day. 

. It said 17 people had been 
seriously injured. 

Po&feal opponents of Bongo, 
who has ruled the oO-rich country 
single-handedly for 23 years, 
mounted protests to put pressure 
on France to remove Bongo from 
power. 

Tbey mged France not to inter- 
vene military to shore up Bongo,- 
bnt the fanner eotomal power 
fern 200 soldiers to back up 50 
stationed here. 

Residents confirmed that' 
heavy damage was caused to most 
public buddings in Port Gentil, 
where France’s ELF oiL company 
and (be Anglo- Dutch giant Shell 
have major mstafiatiwu. 

They said Bongo’s residence 
iheto was homed together with 1 * 
court tahdfag, tt» governor's 
jfdame and a brand new hotel 
belonging to tfc. president. 

jPtendh residents smd tooting 
ms .extensive and the main 
streets looked tike a way zone, 
toto boned om cun and gutted 

:*j3farvflJe ms back to normal 
Friday and most shops, were 



.Tfarite rioters attacked shops, 
set fire to two hotels, 'a daema 
and the country's biggest tfieotfU'. 
me, wUeh repBte^ beknp to . 
BofitoY 'wife. 


One of the hotels burned was 
the one where the body of Joseph 
Rendjambe, secretary general of 
the Gabonese Progress Party, 
was found. Police said the death 
was suspicious and s up p or t er s 
chargd that Bongo was behind his 
death. 

Bongo told the French news- 
paper Le Figaro that Rendjambe 
was killed after be took a girl to a 
hotel. 

“People are spouting nonsense, 
about the regime and saying there 
are killers in Gabon. When you 
are involved in politics and you 
take a girl to a hotel, wclL..* 
Bongo mid, leaving his thought 

unfinished. 

Later Friday, Bongo warned 
his opponents bo would stop at 
nothing to crato political unrest 
in the country. 

“We’ve had enough. If that 
(unrest) repeats itself, we wffl go 
to any length to re-establish 
order, “Bongo told reporter*. 

But we said the violence would 
not cause him to ren eg e on the 
promise to allow multi-party 
democracy. 

The unrest had spread too 
rapidly to be spontaneous, Boogo 
said. He accused tor' French 
press of msdjifonxiation and of 
encouraging “the fire mid blood- 
shed in Iibewvflki. H 

’ They also urged France not to 
use its troops to prop him up. 

In Paris, the French Commaei-* 
at Party and a leading n e ws pap e r 
both said troops had been 
seat to Gabon to shore up Boo- 
»’» ore-party gov ern ment. 


“We offered the traditional 
offer, humanitarian help* fait °f 
course... the best humanitarian 
help is peace," he said. 

Israeli officials, unhappy with 
his visit, said it had nothing to do 
with the government. 

A delegation from the Soviet 
Union's A fro- Asian Solidarity 
committee arrived in Israel on a 
fact-finding mission Thursday 
night at the invitation of the Arab 
Thought Forum, an Arab Jeru- 
salem think tank, Palestinians 
said. 

Tiatrtiflg nationalist Faisal A1 
Husseini blamed the Israeli gov- 
ernmetrt for the massacre of Arab 
workers fa Rishon Lczkm and 
criticised France and other coun- 
tries for neglecting the Palesti- 
nian people. 

“After all we did, we witness 
an Israeli government which en- 
courages racism. Unfortunately, 
we also' witnessed a lot of neglect 
from the big states," be said. 

Koudmer spoke briefly with 
reporters. He was quoted by 
Israeli Radio as saying his first 
impression was bad. "Gaza looks 
like a dty of ghosts where women 
walk around with brines in their 
arms in order to buy food,” he 
was quoted as saying. 


Dr. Jurgen Rosendri, the Dan- 
ish director of die Ahti Arab 
hospital that Koudmer visited, 
said die hospital bad 250 casual- 
ties since Sunday, most of whom 
suffered gunshot wounds. 

Koudmer talked to several Of 
the wounded, including Jamal 
Masabch, who was shot in the 
knee in the same incident Tues- 
day in which his 18-year-old son 
was killed and his pregnant 23- 
year-old daughter-in-law wg* 
wounded. 

Dr. Zakaria A1 Agha, a 
Palestinian physician, said fas 
thanked Koudmer for France’s 
“positive position” on P alestinian 
issues. “We also asked and urged 
die minister to provide interna- 
tional protection to the Palesti- 
nians under occupation," he 
added. 

Koudmer said his visit was 
coonfinated nidi dm Israeli Fore- 
ign Ministry and he delayed it by 
one day at the ministry's request. 
He landed at Ben-Gurion airport 
Thursday and went directly to thd 
Gaza Ship. 

He ■ said on arrival that he 
hoped to arrange a meeting with 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and other Israeli officials. 



* * „ 


Perfect Solutions from Comcent 







Shop for perfect solutions at Comcent. The 
complete computer shopping centre. 

Here, you'll discover total turn key solutions 
for hardware, software, site preparation and 
training. 

Browse through a full range of mini systems, 
personal computers, sophisticated networks, 
graphic tools for engineers and consultants, 
and a comprehensive selection of peripherals, 
accessories and consumables. 

And if you don't find your specific software 
Requirements on Comcent shelves, we also 
have a solution for that, we’ll tailor-make it for 
you and provide excellent support and 
maintenance facilities too endorsed by 
COmcenfs long experience. 

Could you possibly find a better solution? 



pHiceat Trading and Contracting Co. 3rA circle. Prince Mohammad SL Phone 644246/7 
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to revive economy 


TOKYO (R) — Inn will apply 
for Japanese gove r nm ent loans in 
tiie near future to revitalise its 
war-torn economy, the Iranian 
ambassador to Japan, Hossein 
Kazetnponr Ardebili, said ’Fri- 
day. 

“We’re on the right trade to 
implement oor five-year econo- 
mic plan. We will ask the 
Japanese gov ernm ent Jfor official 
development assistance (ODA),” 
he told Reuters. 

Iran’s emphasis on foreign 
loans reflects President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjanfs bid 
to rebuild the economy and -its 
financial, links with other conn- 
tries after eight yean of war with 
Iraq ended in mid- 1988. 

Last week, Iranian Central 
Bank Governor Mohammad 
Hossein Adeli was quoted by the 
official Iranian News Agency 
IRNA as saying Iran would bor- 
row from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) if and 
when this became necessary. 

Japanese Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials said earlier this year that 
Iran bad sounded Tokyo out on 
the requirements and procedures 
for receiving yen credits, bat bad 
not yet officially sought them. 

The Iranian parliament au- 
thorised the government to seek 
$27.6 billion in foreign credits 
under a five-year economic de- 
velopment plan. 

ArdebOi, who took up his post 
tins year, said Iran would be able 
to provide revised per capita 
gross national product (GNP) 
data in about a month or so after 
consultations with the IMF and 
the World Bank. 

He said the data would demon- 


strate that Iran was eligible for 
yen credits. Japan lim its credits to 
countries where per capita GNP 
is no more than $2,200 in the year 
to March 31, 1991. 

*Tm sure it win be under 
$2,200 ,” ArdebOi said. 





AttRaftaqJmi 

A 1989 estimate by the World 
Rank put Iran’s per capita GNP 
at $1,500 to $3,499, according to 
the Japanese Foreign Ministry. 
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Rafsanjam accused the United 
Stales and other big powers 
Thursday of undermining Iran’s 
economic rec onstru ction. 

Ra&anjani told members of the 
Association of Muslim Students, 
who are critical of his moderate 
economic polities, to be careful 


that their stand did not help the 
e ffor ts of ban’s foreign enemies. 

“To dry up the roots of Islam, 
world infidelity - has adopted a 
policy of unde rmining our recon- 
struction after despairing in its 
other offensives,” Tehran Radio 
quoted Ra&anjani as saying. 

“It spreads dubious slogans 
through mercenaries in an 
effort to dishearten officials and 
revolutionary forces and usurps 
or blocks our property.” 
Rafsanjam said students were 
expected to “foil this conspira cy 
of world arrogance, partkmlariy 
the United Stales, and not allow 
suspicious elements to exploit 
their sacred feelings.” 
HartSineis have stepped up 
their «♦**«** on the g o v e rnm ent's 
economic policies, saying the eas- 
ing of controls on the private 
sector under Ra&anjani has made 
life harder for many people. 

The president’s sup port er s say 
his potities will take time to 
im pr ov e the economy devastated 
by the 1980-88 war against Iraq. 

Malaysia-Iran trade 
IRNA also reported that 
Malaysia will import between 
10,000 and 20,000 barrels of 
crude oil a day bom Iran over the 
next year under an agreement 
signed Thursday. 

It said the two countries agreed 
in Tehran to balance their trade 
under the agreement which also 
envisaged exchange of palm cal, 
pharmaceuticals, electrical ap- 
■uvs. rubber and tin. 

The pact was signed by 
Malaysia’s Foreign Minister 
Datuk Abu Hassan Omar and 
ban’s Finance Minister Mohsen 
Nourbakhsh. 


1,1. trade data dampens 
i@pes for a turnaround 


LONDON (R) — Britain 
announced a worse than expected 
current account deficit for April 
dampening government hopes of 
respite after a series of gloomy 
economic figures lately. 

■ The deficit on the current 
account of the balance of pay- 
ments, which measures merchan- 
dise trade and so-called invisibles 
such as banking,, insurance Aid 
tourism, was put at £1.78 billion 
($3.02 billion). 

That was better than March’s 
revised £2.09 billion ($3.55 bil- 
lion) deficit, but well above finan- 
cial analysts’ forecasts of a short- 
fall of around £1.5 billion ($2.5 
billion) for the month. 

The central statistical office 
said non-oil exports continued to 
rise, but at a slower rate than in 
the second half of last year. At 
the same time non-oil imports 
appeared to be showing an up- 
ward trend. 

Economists said the latest fi- 


gures showed that the govern- 
ment’s a tt empts to squeeze con- 
sumer spending through relative- 
ly high interest rates had not yet 
* worked. 

“It was more a hug than a 
squeeze,” said Peter Spencer of' 
stockbrokers Sheaxson Lehmann 
Hutton. 

Michael Saunders of brokers 
Midland Montagu said - figures 
provided no evidence the govern- 
ment had succeeded in slowing 
down the economy. - c-w f • 

“Wbat is very worrying is the 
strength of the import figures,” 
he said. 

On the London stock market, 
shares fed back on the news 
Wednesday after having made 
gains earlier in the morning. The 
pound was little changed. 

Last month, the government 
said die high March deficit — 
before Wednesday revision it was 
put at £2.2 billion ($3.7 bfilkm) 
and the second worst on record 


— was caused by “erratic items” 
such s purchases of aii fi n cns and 
diamonds. But the latest figures 
(fid not contain these factors. 

The government has sharply 
increased interest rates in an 
attempt to cut inflation and re- 
duce consumer demand, particu- 
larly for imported goods. The 
hank base rate stood at 7.5 per 
cent ' two years ago mid rose in 
stages to its pre sent level of 15 
per set last October. 

Britain's year-on-year rate of 
inflation, one of tire highest in 
Western Europe, rose to 9.4 per 
cent in April after 8.1 per cent in 
March, while average wage in- 
creases are also rising. 

The oppo si tion Labour Party 
described the April trade figures 
as depressing. 

“Britain has now had its worst 
ever w inte r and spring for trade,” 
said Labour's ..trade spokesman, 
Gordon Brown. 


World trade talks 
enter critical stage 


By Stephen Jokes 
Reuter 

LONDON — After almost 
four years of talk, stalemate 
and crisis, rich and poor na- 
tions have just 200 days left to 
negotiate the most ambitious 
liberalisation of world trade 
ever attempted. 

Finance and trade ministers 
from major industrial nations 
will next week seek to inject a 
new sense of urgency into the 
General Agreeme nt on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) talks, 
knowing they are running out 
of time to bridge gaps that span 
almost every aspect of trade 
and commerce. 

Failure could force nations 
back into warring trade blocs 
and reverse four decades of 
steady, if painful, liberalisation 
negotiated through the 
Geneva-based world trade 
body, GATT, set up in 1947. 

Success would break down 
protectionist barriers and sub- 
sidies that distort the $3,000 
billion of world trade each year 
and for the first time draft a 
code to regulate rapidly ex- 
panding service industries, a 
business now worth annually 
more than $600 billion. 

“We must inject more poli- 
-tical mome ntum into the pro- 
cess now,” said Anna Murphy, 
research feUow at the Centre 
for Eu ropean Policy Studies 
(CEPS) in Brussels. “The dan- 
ger is everyone is just going to 
leave it too late to work oat the 
technicalities.” 

As if waking op from a 
slew-motion dream, politicians 
in the industrial world have 
suddenly started to take the 
“Uruguay Round” erf G ATT 

negotiations — begun in Punta 

belEste in late 1986 — serious- 
ly and are poshing it to the top 


of the agenda. 

Trade and finance ministers 
of the 24 industrial nations that 
make up the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) will de- 
vote much of their animal talks 
in Paris Wednesday and Thurs- 
day to trying to settle squab- 
bles in three main areas — 
agriculture, textile and ser- 
vices. 

And leaders of the Group of 
Seven (G-7) industrial nations 
— the United States, Japan, 
West Germany, France, Bri- 
tain, Italy and Canaria — plan 

to give the complex GATT 
process another push at their 
world economic summit in 
Houston in July. 

Without a G-7 accord on 
divisive issues, the industrial 
world win be unable to enter 
into serious talks with develop- 
ing natio ns su ch as Brazil and 
meet GATT’s end-year dead- 
line. 

“There’s not much time to 
reach the agreements that will 
make the difference between 
success and failure,” OECD 
Secretary General Jean- 
Oande Payc said last week. 
“Nobody can afford the luxury 
of failure. ” 

But, despite signs that 
GATT is moving to centre 
stage, the United States and 
the European Community 
(EC) — at loggerheads over 
agriculture in a dispute that 
almost led to foe collapse of 
the round in December 1988 — 
are still playing tough. 

President George Bush has 
warned that Washington would 
rather accept no agreement 
than a bad one. His Agricul- 
ture Secretary Clayton Yeatter 
has spelt out the same mes- 


“We have far too much in 
the way of blood, sweat and 


tears in this exercise to settle 
for modest reforms in agricul- 
ture,” he said after talking to 
EC officials earlier this month. 

GATT Director General 
Arthur Dunkel’s ambitious 
target is to secure by the end of 
July agreement on draft 
framework accords by ad 105 
negotiations in the 15 areas 
identified for reform. That 
would hold out hopes for de- 
tailed accords in a grand finale 
to the Uruguay Round set for 
Brussels in December. 

Three main areas look like 
dominating the headlines: 

— Agriculture. U.S. and EC 
negotiators are now meeting 
twice on month to try to nar- 
row pos i tions. Washington has 
derpanded elimination of all 
farm export subsidies within 
five years and a cut in domestic 
support programmes within 10 
years. 

The EC argues this is unten- 
able and would threaten the 
livelihood of motions of small 
Carmen in Europe. 

— Textiles. The Third 
World sees this as a litmus test 
of industrial nation’s inten- 
tions. The United States, faced 
with a powerfu l textile lobby in 
Congress, wants “global 
quotas” to replace an existing 
multi-fibre arrangement 
(MFA) g ov ernin g trade. 

The EC has branded this 
un a cc e pt a ble and wants the 
bilaterally negotiated MFA 
curbs phased out. 

— Services. Acconfing to 
Joan Spero, senior vice- 
president at American Express 
Company in New York, tins 
could be the Achilles heel of 
the trade round. Services such 
as' banking, tourism, consul- 
tancy and telecommunications 
now total about one fifth the 
anim al volume of world mer- 
chandise trade- 


Panic 

buying 

grips 


China trade sanctions 


“This is the first time 1 saw 
people fining like this for some 
cheap cereals,” said a customer at 
a store in the city centre. 

The buying spree came a day 
after the gove rnm ent announced 
the price of bread would triple 
July 1 and most other prices 
would jump in January as part of 
plan to introduce market forces 
to the centrally planned eco- 
nomy. 

“I am appealing for restraint 
and calm,” Ryzhkov told repor- 
ters at a Kremlin news confer- 
ence. 

He said the gov ernm ent knew 
announcing price rises in advance 
would lead to boarding and 
panic-buying, but that it wanted 
to “tell the people honestly.” 

“Now this wave (of panic 
buying) on bread and bread pro- 
ducts has already rolled through 
half the country, and its gotten to 
Moscow,” he said. 

“In some places, it has quieted 
down already,” Ryzhkov said. 
“People are starting to under- 
stand. A lot of what we buy today 
will simply rot.” 

Ryzhkdv disclosed details of 
the plan in a speech Thursday to 
the Supreme Soviet legislature, 
which must approve it. A small 
gro u p of opposition members 
said they would seek a vote of no 
confidence in the government be- 
cause of the plan. 

“If there is no confidence in the 
government, then what?” Ryzh- 
kov said Friday. “A new govern- 
ment will wpik.” 

The opposition members say 
they know a no-confidence mo- 
tion would fail but that they want 
to make the political gesture. 

Radical' economist Pavel 
Bunich told the Supreme Soviet 
Friday the gove rnm ent had re- 
jected more radical reforms only 
to offer “shock therapy without 
the therapy” — reforms that will 
hurt without leading to a real 
market system. 

Ryzkov’s p rog ramm e involves 
shifting toward a market eco- 
nomy by partially freeing prices, 
encouraging free e n te rpri se, im- 
proving the tax and banking sys- 
tem and reducing central plan- 
ning. 

He acknowledged Friday the 
country will “have to live through 
a pretty bard period” as the 
market reforms take effect 

He pledged government sup- 
port for tow-income families and 
other measures to help the ex- 
pected millions of unemployed. 

Main points 

The main points of the econo- 
mic plan to be presented to the 
Supreme Soviet legislature 
Thursday included; 

— Government planning of all 
details of the economy, inducting 
such details as bow many nails are 
sent to Novosibirsk, would be 
curtailed with creation of a “reg- 
ulated market economy” with 
some free markets and some 
state-run baric industries. 

— Bread prices are to at least 
double on July 1. Oder food 
prices, most of which have not 
changed since 1954, will double 
Jan. 1, 1991. 

— Retail prices to rise an 
average of 43 per cent and 
wholesale prices 46 per cent on 
Jan. _L . 1991. 

— Wages, pensions and 
stipends would rise to cover some 
of the price hikes. But they would 
not rise enough to cover all price 
hikes, because Soviet salaries 
generally now are higher than the 
value of the goods and services, 
to severe shortages. 

— The government will con- 
tinue to promise a job far every- 
one, but the job need not corres- 
pond to the person’s education 
and training. 

— Local governments will cre- 
ate pubtio-service jobs shnilar to 
the 1930s new deal progr am me of 
U.S. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt for areas like Central 
Asia with fast-growing popula- 
tions and high unemployment . 

— The ruble will be devalued 
further, bfrt the current system of 
different exch a n ge rates tor diffe- 
rent transactions wiD continue. 

— The ruble wiD be partially 
convertible to foreign currencies 
in very *»""«*«* cncumstances by 
1993 and fully convertible by 
2000. 


MFN status granted 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Pre- 
mier Nikolai Ryzhkov said Friday 
a wave of panic buying had swept 
half the country in foe wake of 
announced price increases and 
economic reform plans. He called 
for Soviet consumers to show 
restraint. 

In Moscow, shoppers formed 
longer tines than normal at some 
sto r es to buy whatever they could 


PEKING (R) — China hopes its 
next foreign policy goal, an end 
to Western sanctions, will be 
speeded up by Washington's re- 
newal of China's most-favoured- 
nation (MFN) trade status, diplo- 
mats said iRriday. 

By making partial concessions 
cm human rights, China success- 
fully influenced U.S. President 
George Bush and now wants the 
mom en t um of fan controv e rsial 
decision to sweep other economic 
advantages Peking’s way, the di- 
plomats said. 

China’s official media Friday 
reported without comment the 
renewal of most-fevoored-natfon 
status, which means that China’s 
exports to the United States will 
continue to enjoy lower tariffs. 

Millions of jobs in China and 
China’s large trade surplus with 
the United States, forecast to 
reach $9 biltioa tins year, were at 


“IPs not a favour we’re doing,” 
Bush said. “This decision is the 


A New Omni News Agency 
report on Bush’s announcement 
at a Washington news conference 
Thursday was carried ou Chinese 
state radio and in major official 
- ne w spapers. 

But' ft (fid not quote Bush’s 
r e mar ks that the renewal “has 
nothing to do with saying we’re 
condoning human-rights exces- 


Instead the agency said that “a 
small number of Americans, 
under the pre t ext of so-called 
human-rights issue, opposed the 
renewal of China’s MFN status.” 

The favoured-nation privilege, 
which gives Peking the lowest 
tariffs on exports to the lucrative 
U.S. market, has generated fierce 
controversy in the United States 
since China’s crackdown last June 
3 on pro-democracy demonstra- 
tors in Tiananmen Square. Hun- 
dreds, perhaps thousands were 
killed. 

“This was a difficult decision, 
weighing our impulse to lash out 
in outrange that we afl feel, (and) 
weighing that against a sober 
assessment of our nation’s long- 
term interests,” Bush said in 
announ cing the decision. 

*T con (Jaded that rt is in our 
best interest, in die interest of the 
nrimw. people, to continue Chi- 
na’s trade status,” he said, mast- 
ing it “would hurt the United 
States” tp alter the trade ties. ... 


to do with saying we’re condon- 
ing human rights excesses.” 

Chinese officials had made it 
dear privately and publicly that 
they would retaliate against U.S. 
goods sold in tiner country if the 
trade status was cancelled. 

According to figures released 
by the White House, revolting 
MFN status would have produced 
higher duties on $1.1 billion in 
U.S. wheat sales mid an esti- 
mated $1 billion in aircraft and 
aerospace equipment. 

It also would have affected 
milli ons of dollars worth of U.S.- 
made co m p ute rs, cotton, timber 
and paper products, as well .as 
fertiliser and adds. 

The decision drew swift critic- 
ism from Democrats and Con- 
servative Republics in Congress, 
with House of Repres e nta t ives- 
Speaker Thomas Foley of 
Washington state saying the ex- 
tension faced severe concerns in 
the house. 

Wisconsin Democrat David 
Obey, chairman of the House 
subcommittee ou foreign aid 
a p pro pri ations, said: “At a time 
when we are trying to encourage 
the Chinese government to de- 
monstrate recognition of the need 
to support individiial rights. Bush 
sends them a message — ‘don't 
worry, we really drat mean it.* I 
thmk it’s very bad business.” 

Utah Senator Jake Gam, a 
conservative Republican, also 
opposed the decision, saying: 
“Tiananmen Square was so abho- 
rrent to me. The Chinese should 
be punished.” 

Congress could pass a resolu- 
tion blocking Bush’s granting of 
MFN, but Republican leaders 
told him on Tuesday the exten- 
sion was unlikely to be overruled. 

Bush noted that existing sanc- 
tions against Peking would re- 
main in place — which include a 
halt on World Bank loans, a 
suspension of military sales, and a 
freeze on eased technology ex- 
ports. 

Foreign businessmen in Peking 
also hailed Bash’s move, saying it 
averted a crippling economic and 


JT»q at flat. 




AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, May 24, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. doBar 
Pound Seeding 
Deotscbcmaifc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Bar Sen 

668.0 672.0 
11344 1141.4 

4Q2J5 404.0 

473.1 47S.9 

119.0 119.7 


Japanese yea (far 100) 441.6 444.2 

Dutch guilder 356.2 358-3 

Swetfiah crown 110.2 110.9 

UaBaa Era (for 100) 54J 54.8 

Belgian franc (for 10) 193.6 194.8 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at imdsesskm 
on (he London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 1.6910/20 

One U.S. dollar 1.1840/50 

1.6790/95 
1.8875/15 
1.4205/15 
34.53/58 
5.6450/6500 
1230/1231 
149.40/50 
6.0830/80 
6.4595/4645 
6.3885/3935 

One ounce of gold 366.30/80 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutsdaemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


By Reuters 

TOKYO — The yen broke through 150 to the dollar, boosting the 
Nikkei Index 482.13 points to 32.793.88. 

SYDNEY — Players bought bank stock that had been oversold 
during the week. The All Ordinaries Index ended 83 points up at 

I, 479.9. 

HONG KONG - — Profit-taking ahead of a three-day weekend 
checked an early rise but the blue drip Hang Seng Index dosed 

II. 49 higher at 3,059.50. 

SINGAPORE — Most institutional players kept to the sidelines. 
The Straits Times Industrials fen 2.93 to 1,565.35. 

BOMBAY — The Bombay Stock Exchange Index closed 1.02 
higher at 787.1 after a day of ops and downs. Hopes for good 
monsoon rains boosters fertilizer shares. 

FRANKFURT — ’ Volume was low as many traders extended 
Thursday’s holiday to a long weekend. The Dax Index, still 
weighed by worry about German monetary union, amir 8.63 
points to 1,823.17. 

ZURICH — Blue drips dipped but the All-Share SPI Index 
gained a point to 1,143.8. 

PARIS — EFL aquxtaxne shed 26 francs to 706 on political unrest 
in Gabon. The CAC-40 feU 11.44 points 2,111.9. 

LONDON — The FT5E index, depressed by a drop on Wail 
Street, feU 11.5 to 2,265.6 in dull trade. PaO weakened after a 
judge refused to drop charges of corporate manslaughter arising 
from the Zeebrugge ferry disaster. 

NEW YORK Technology shares took a beating after software 
firm Adobe systems predicted second q ua r ter earnings sharply 
beta* Wafi Street's hopes. At 1653 GMT the DOW Jofies 
'industrials were 22^3 lower at 23H.S4. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY 26, 1990 

Sy Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll FOghtar Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; You 
should have afl kinds of energy 
today to get together with new- 
comers from all walks of fife bat 
they will be apt to suggest changes 
that won't prove beneficial to yon. - 

ARIES: (March. 21 to April 19) 
Friends and acquaintances who 
have a spark and a dash sbould'be 
.those whom yon contact and. gee 
them to show you there social 
capabilities. 

TAURUS: (April 26 to May 20) 
Yon can approach your outride 
vocational duties from afitde diffe- 
rent angle and this would bring you 
more worldly acclaim for the mo- 
ment 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) Get 
away from usual routines as early 
as possible and pot your efforts in 
marring some new c on tact s and 
develop relations with those of 
varied viewpoints. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Forget that fan you want 
to have for the day and evening 
and put your .tone and. energies 
upon uncovering ways to have- 
more b us m en efficiency. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can get much done now if venture 
into the world of outside activity 
and put CarnOy aff a i rs aside for the 
moment and enhance your reputa- 
tion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Don’t go naming around in afl 


dire cti o n s but focus your attention 
upon the various activities of a . 
work nature which you have com-;' 
Batted. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Get away from financial press- 
ures amt demands today and have 
a good at the recreations and 
w m nr t, i« in « wL H that fife your spir- 
its. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is the moment when it 
is necessary that you ure more dm - 
average tact and (fiptomacy with 
your own family and stick to ofder, . 
prov e n pals. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Whatever you have 
to mind about getting hi touch with 
other persons is fine if you do so 
openly and with a special dash, zip 
and zest. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You taawe some private 
inspir a ti on now that is very good 

- for you but needs to.be developed _ 
by you alone without taking others 

- into your co n fidence. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFebrn- 
aiy 19) Your day to be yourself will 
not be possible now S you subju- 
gate yourself and yam; actions to' 
what a greedy higher-up demands. 

FISCES: (Fdjeuaty 20 to March " 
20) Yon have some s e cre t s thatyou- 
are hokfing dose to jomadf mid it- 
is best that they remain there for 
confid ing in neweo m eii.could p at- 
you in advene flght 


THE BETTER HALE 


BfHorris 



'l can’t remember,.. was the world 
really In black and white- 
before 1960?” v-; 


THAT SCftifi^LED WTO QAI*F 
9 tyHd^fewWsiKlBteLAB 1 - 


Unscrambte these four Jtanbtev 
one letter to each square^ to form 
four onSnary words. 


UNMOD 


CEWTI 


YJWiLY 


TROPSY 





ALTHOUGH IT WON’T 
necessarily MAKE 
YOU RICH, YOU MIGHT 
SET THIS FROM AN 
INTELLIGENT 
OYSTEK. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, aa gug- 
oeatad by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers .tomo r row) 

Jumbles: TIGER RIVET DECODE PARLOR 
Answer For that gambler, this was the next. thing to 
heaven — A "PAIR O’ DICE" (paradise) 


THE Daily Crossword byWBson 


McBaato 


ACROSS 

1 Jury member 
5 Penitent one 

9 Luggage piece 
13 Actor Delon 

15 Gr. peak 

16 Mother of 
Castor 

17 Outdated 

18 MJ city 
20 Aardvork 

22 Demi — 

23 SI Ip-up 

24 Jimmy or Nell 

25 Did grammar 
work 

27 Uhlan weapon 

28 Have being 

29 Pete and 
Billy 

31 Have tun 
35 — Diamond 
37 Asseverate 
39 Fly alone 
.40 Eng. surgeon 
42 ■■Norma" 

44 "Leave — to 
heaven" 
("Harman 

45 Haunted 
house sounds 

47 FL fruit 
49 Hypothesis 

51 Bedeck 

52 — cnanena 

53 Protein 
Granule 

56 Locale of 
Notre Dame 

58 Indian lute 

59 Punla del — 

60 Bulwer-LyUon 
heroine 

61 — nous 
82 — do-well 

63 Shortly 

64 Comparison 
word 

DOWN 

1. Household 
member 

2 Flair 

3 Object of a 
hunt 

4 Stair step 
parts 


tana 


innaa 

3bbbb 

aBBSB 


C'TJflO Trftxme Mooli S onrt co *. Inc. 

M.ngMa RmwvnJ 


5 Regatta 
entrant ' 

6 Addict 

7 Curve 

8 Wickerwork 

9 Sparkles ' 

10 Dodger Hall--. 
blrFamar 

11 Do-nothing 

12 Tablet ' 

14 My -Qod~ 
to Thee" . 

19 Broad comedy 
21 Fusses 

24 Social class 

25 Feeler 

26 Zone' " 

27 Springs 
30 OtxJurale 

32 arcus name 

33 Cassini 

34 Time past 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sehmfc 


nnnn nnnn nrana 
nnnn nnnnn nnna 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn rninn nnnmi 
nnnnnnn nnnnn" 
nnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnrifi nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnfinn 
nnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnninnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


Saudfc— .. sa.^Owntm- 


36 Student's half 48 Out-and-riiit ‘ ' 


year 

38 Wear away 
41 Canine 
w rvovom 


.48.“— Worn the.: SS-Byahatt-:.-. . 
Day*” ... - SEtOrfehfo' ■ t 

50 — eutatea. k- name* 

51 PtJprtav3obn ■ .■ ‘ST'Ldatfrl Slir^n 










rathe remnyr 
dirainatedin 


Angekiin itesocond roqnd. 
y^S;i^'dafcfftrfyT»ealcs -fife . tie 
with Witjnttr Grefekey,"^ szdd 
, Edonipo* coach JohoMndder. 
“Wc rebounded for * cham- 
pion^ inadi &Jter than ex- 


Hobson to quit as England 
manager after World Cup 


7 -2Tb6_ Com Sujytoe ‘trophy 
Ba l ti c 

rwan, potjmt me,” Ranfoni«id. 

fee ttodewfogroJe. We 



i^DOK (R) B^bby Aobtoa 

WW OBk W mqw^j wr 

flAer trie World Cup Stud* to ode* 
f locative Jab with Dutch dob 
FSC Erndbovea. 

Hagfrtfi Football AraocUfroa 
(?*A.> chief causative Graham 
KeDy toW a prat con fere nce 
J n*u«d»yi •‘The F.A. have 
agreed to lefetse Mr. Robwu 
frota hb c on tr act a meager of 
the Engtend temp m otter feat be 
C*fl take tbe job with PSV Ein- 
fexwn a* manager after the 
WorfdCup.” 

Robaott, boat of the national 
side for die last eight yens, has 
out-year of his England contract 
to nm. 

Tbe pats o o trf e a c ua c waa cel- 
led after seme popular aeaqtep- 
en reported Tteiss^ay that Rob- 
eon bad offered to qoil before tbe 
World Cap became of a book 

■lijLur in Va m — T 

oww to oc paotaaca cnniiinnig 
a fl ey tie n s about fan private Hfe. 

Rubsoo Had: "S have never 
ever offered my reaignaikm to the 
F.A: If* appalKng rubbish ami 
there’* no troth ip it. I received 
an offer from abroad and opetriy 
-and honestly wait to tec F.A. 
Chahmi Bert He said 

to me that it was onhkefy that my 
contr ac t would be extended-. . 
and l accept tom. 

*1 d Ichrt drink there was a fob 
for me and be gave aae fell 
p cnnrfrion to speak to PSV. But 
rea lg o — why sbocM I do that on 
the e«e of going oat with tbe 
players to tiy to win the World 
Oop.“ he sakL 

. The England manager f"™***** 
that toe book containing aOega- 
titan about his private fife had 
not influenced bis deafen to quit. 
“I am not going to resign on 
that,” be said. 

Kelly told the press c o n feren c e 
that “there was no troth what- 
soever in afl the rubbish” in some 
pab&cKtkms Thursday. 

“When Mr. Robson finishes bis 
a mp fr y ment tpritotoeFA.be wiD 
go wife onr best wishes for las 
ntBB and with thanks from ev- 
erybody, from the chairman to all 
fee member* of the council for all 
tot work be has done for toe 
pane,’’ Kdly arid. 

■ “We warned to dear the ritna-. 
tktt a* soon a* we corid to avoid 
may speculation which would de- 
tract from bis efforts to succeed in 
toe World Cap? ho added. - . 

barttfog to keep bis 
temper as . a poasee of photo- 
grapbeni swarmed around him, 
added; Tw jut come here to 
dear op the mess. I*m angry but 
how do yoo think my pteyers 
foeTT “ - ' 

- PSV-s information telephone 
fine said Robson irorid be joining 
tbe Dutch dub on a two-year 
c on tra ct. . 


GOREN BRIDGE 


.WITH OtURritAlUF 
A TAMNftH HUtSCH 


WEEKL Y BRIDGE QUIZ 


■ QU^-hhjtber vufoerable, as' South 

♦AQJ43 95 0A1062 *763 

TKs-faUdiat' k** proceeded: 

Writ Martli East Seafk 

rt*;-19"'-hs I'd ' 

I d^.v«tc: .'ha.. ? , - 

_WfW action $6 you take?_i _ _ 

_ Q^2— Bflflj vutoerablc, as5m*fejwu 
,hold: r ^ ‘ 

-*h49^A*SHt OAJ** *Q«3 
.-Puta^Wu^riK bidding wife one 
dub- "WSirdo yon respond? 

. SouiH. vulnerable, you 

bold:- ■: - •--- 

*«4 : :9 Wr .0l» ; 4AK7SO 
Partner opens tbe bkkfing with one 
beart,- Wbn 4p you respond? 

' 'Q-4-*A* Sooth, vulnerable with 40 
jto Kote; yon buhl: 

*VoU t7J7632 OAJM65432 


What is your opening Wd? 

Qi-Ai South, vulnerable, yon 
held; 

*Q7 0KM54 OfiSJ 4KI063 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North Ernst South Wts 

1 * ' Pan* I ~ Pass 

I NT Pari ? 

What action do yon cake? 

Q6— Both vulnerable, u South yon 
hold: 

*KJU9S 732 vAM *XM 
The WiMIng hu proceeded: 

North East Saadi West 

1 * Paw I * Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

What do yoo bid bow? 

Look for answers on Monday. 

For iafaresatkm abo at Onto 
Grim's MvndetfR for bridge jday- 
m, wifte GonshWceLtncr, P.O. 
Boa 442*; Oriaado, Fla. 32*02- 
4426. 



PSV Gcocrsl Manager Keos 
Ptocgsma was not muncdiateiy 
available for oouBneat, but car- 
tier Thursday be had said: “We 
(Robson and the dub) lave had 
talk*.., bat there is no agree- 
,mcct. H 

After a successful playing 
career in which he won 20 Eng- 
land caps. Robson's managerial 
career got off to a less than 
successful start. 

He quit in under a year his first 
post with Vancouver Royals in 
Canada after rowing with co- 
manager Ferenc Puskas. His 
second job, managing Engfiah 
dub Fulham, ended in tears after 
10 months when be read of his 
sacking on a newspaper bill- 
board. 

But his managerial career blos- 
somed when he went to Ipswich in 
1969, leading them to victory in 
toe F.A. CUp hr 2978 and the 
UEFA Cup dune years later. 

Robson took up his current 
post in 1982 and grided England 
to tbe World Cop quarter-fouls 
in Mexico in 1986. 

Two yean later there were 
widespread calb for hb resigna- 
tion after England performed dis- 
mally in the European cham- 


pwdship final* bat be weathered 
the storm and guided them 
through a 17-match unbeaten nm 
winch ended only last Tuesday 
when they lost 2-1 to Uruguay. 

Should Robson decide to joo 
PSV, Aston Villa manager Gra- 
ham Taylor has been widely tip- 
ped as his successor. 

He grided unfashionable Wat- 
ford from fomth division obscur- 
ity to the tost (fiviskm in tbe 
space of five yean and when he 
moved to Villa in 1987 be helped 
them gain promotion from the 
second division the following 
year. 

Taylor confirmed his reputa- 
tion tins year by taking Villa into 
the runneivup spot behind Liver- 
pool after challenging for the tide 
for most of tbe season. 

Robson would not be the first 
England manager to quit for a 
more lucrative job. 

Don Rovic resigned suddenly 
in the middle of an unsuccessful 
England World Cup qualifying 
campaign in 1977 to take up a 
highly paid contract in the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Revie never worked in English 
football again and died last year. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

China breaks Into world chess scene 

BEEFING (R) — China, the world’s most populous nation, has 
finally produced a chess champion worthy of tbe title grand 
master in tbe eyes of the Internationa] Chess Federation. Ye 
Rongguang, 27, was the first Chinese person to be given the 
coveted title after his international grade scare readied 2.500 
points, the official New China News Agency said. While chess is 
gaming popularity among younger Chinese, most older people 
still play China’s own distinctive version of the game, which has 
counters and a “river" running down the middle of tbe board. 

Muster needs Intensive treatment 

DUESSELDORF, West Germany (R) — Italian Open tennis 
champion Thomas Muster pulled out of the World Team Cup 
with an arm injury Wednesday and will need intensive treatment 
to be fit for next week’s French Open. The Austrian, who has 
shown superb form on day recently by reaching the final of his 
last three tournaments, said he was returning to Vienna for 
treatment on a bone infection in his left playing arm. “X have had 
tins problem to a while now," Muster said. “I am taking this 
break now so that I can do what I can to avoid mwm^ Puns." 

Gardner to mles motorcycllng'race* - 

NUERBURGRING, West Germany (R) — Former world 
c hamp ion Wayne Gardner will miss both toe West German and 
Austrian 500cc motorcycle grands prix after fracturing lift foot in 
nine places in a crash during practice. A spokesman to toe 
AastraHan’s sponsors has said Gardner had his foot in traction but 
hoped to recover in time to nee at the Dutch grand prix in 
Aachen in five weeks. ‘‘He’s a bit fed up that he cannot race. But 
he's not totally despondent," the spokesman said. Gardner, the 
1987 world champion who is currently - second in this season’s 
standings, was alone on the track when he fell from Ini bike 
Thursday after recording the third fastest time during practice for 
Sunday’s West German grand prix. The machine flipped in the air 
and crashed on to Gardner's right foot After treatment at the 
track m ed i c al centre, be was moved back to Us mobile home. 
Gardner, who missed five races last season with a broken leg, was 
still in pain from two broken ribs sustained in an accident during 
practice to last week’s Italian grand prix, in which he finished 
fourth. Tbe spokesman said that may have contributed to 
Thursday’s spill. 

Michel to coach Paris St Germain 

PARIS (R) — France’s former soccer team chief Henri Michel is 
to take over from Yugoslav TomisLav Ivic as Paris SL Germain’s 
coach next season, sources at tbe French first division chib have 
said. Michel, who coached France from 1984 to 1988 
before being replaced by Michel Platini, will be assisted by former 
Marseille coach Gerard Bamde. “The two will coach Paris St. 
Gcnnain to the next two years," a dub spokesman said. Michel, 
a former international wife 58 caps, took charge of the national 
side from Michel Hidalgo after France’s borne triumph in tbe 1984 
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5K9F19ERS CARGO 

PACKING-STORAGE-CRATING 
SNIPPING SERVICES 

■Y 

AIR. SEA. LAND DOOR TO DOOR 
TCLt &SMS1_SB1HS.FAX«M2A.SStM2 RO.MX 3 B03. AMMAN. JORDAN 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WANTED 

International experience preferred; must be fluent fri 
English, both spoken ^nd written; able to compose 
conespondbnc® without supervision; typing and Compu- 
ter skate a minimum pf 75 wpm. ExceHent spotting 
essentiaL - 

Only —done .apptioants meeting these require- 
mefttt need apply. Tel, mm. 



Belfry to 
stage 1993 
Ryder Cup 

VIRGINIA WATER, England 
»(AP) — - The Belfry fought off a 
determined Spanish challenge 
<*«mpioaed by Severiano Balles- 
teros and was chosen Thursday to 
stage fee 1993 Ryder Cup golf 
match between the United 
and Europe. 

Europe’s Ryder Cup commit- 
tee decided on fee vote of 

its c h ai rm a n . Lord Doty, to 
keep the m atch at toe central 
English course rather than move 
it to the dub De Cunpo on the 
outskirts of Madrid, 

Spain was likely to be a 
strong contender for the 1997 
dash betwe e n Europe and the 
United States, the committee 
said. 

Tbe Belfry, the PGA’s head- 
quarters near Birmingham, has 
been the European venue fbr the 
biennial event since 198S when 
tbe home team ended 28 yean of 
American domination by winning 
the trophy, which it kept after a 
tie on tbe same course last year. 
It also won on American soil in 
1987. 

Ballesteros had been an out- 
spoken supporter erf holding toe- 
competition in his home country, 
claiming that the event was 
brought back to life by the intro- 
duction of non-British or Irish 
players in the European ride in 
1977. 

Spanish players in particular 
bad helped to reacne the contest 
from the one-sided affair toat it 
bad become, and mmOo a big 
contribution to the 1985 events, Bal- 
lesteros has said. 

His view was supported by 
hb countrymen and representa- 
tives of the PGA European tour, 
as well as Bernard Gallacher, 
Tony Jacklin’s successor as 
Europe’s non-playing captain. 

There was bitter reaction from 
Spanish federation president 
Emma Garcia Ogara, who said: 
M I realised at the Ryder Cup last 
year there was an interna! fight in 
British golf. I am very dis- 
appointed. I think we should stick 
together." 


Vicario defeats Garrison 
in Nations Cup tournament 

MARBELLA, Spain (AP) — 15-love, Capriati aced her 18- tournament. 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario roared year-old opponent, then smacked Rosset, 19. straggled to over- 
back after dropping the -first sec to a b e auti f ul backhand erosscourt come the 23-year-old Argentinian 
defeat Zina Garrison 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 volley that pot her into the lead 7-6, 3-6, 6-4. 

Thursday and pun Spain even and forced another tie-breaker. The Swiss player, who -won the 
wife the United States at the Capriati, the world’s 14th- first-set tie-break 7-3, will play 
women's Nations Cup tennis ranked player, raced to a 3-1 lead American Lawson Duncan in 


tournament. 


in fee tie-break before slapping a other quarterfinals. 


Fourteen -year-old Jennifer backhand return into the net. But Dunam, who was unseeded, 
Capriati had given the U.S. a 1-0 rite veto on to win all tbe remain- -eliminated home favourite Paolo 
lead when she outlasted Concbita mg points, clinching the victory Cams in Wednesday’s second- 
Martinez of Spain 7-5, 6-7 (4-7), wife a posting forehand. round action. 

7-6 (7-2) to win the opening In Geneva, Helen Keleri of Tulasnc will be pined against 


7-6 (7-2) to win the opening In Geneva, Helen Keleri of Tulasnc will be pined against 
singles match. Canada and Cathy Caverzasio of the' winner of a later match be- 

Tbe fourth-ranked Sanchez Italy advanced Thursday to fee tween Frenchman Jerome Potier 
Vicario, who defends her French quarterfinals of the $150,000 and American Jim Pugh. 

Open title starting Monday in European Open women's tennis Tbe Bologna international, a 
Paris, held service to take a 5-4 tournament with straight-set vie- round of the ATP tour, awards a 
lead in the third set, then broke tones. first prize of 532,400. 

Garrison wife a crisp backhand In Duesseldorf, West Gcr- 

that tbe American netted. The third-seeded Ke l es i overp- many, Argentina’s Martin Jaite 

Garrison, ranked ninth inter* owered Linda Harvey- Wild of the defeated Stefan Edberg of 
nationally, had b een un der con- United Scales 6-1, 64 in a rain- Sweden 6-3, 2-6, 64 as Argentina 
timul pressure throughout the interrupted match. blanked Sweden 3-0 Thursday in 

set, saving a break point before “It’s difficult to play when a the S1.3 million ATP World 


evening up tbe set at 2-2 and two match is stopped but I fed that I Team Cup tournament, 

more to -tie it a: 44. am playing well," said the 20- In the day's other match, 

Sanchez Vicario survived three year-old Toronto native and Yugoslavia defeated Austria 3-0. 
set points before she was broken scimfinalist in the recent Italian Jaite capitalised on a lack- 

by Garrison in the 10th game of Open. She is ranked 27th in the luster performance by Edberg, 


T didn’t intend on showing my 


Caverzasio waited for the best tennis here,” said Edberg. 
opportune moment before M FU show my best tennis in 
attacking against her opponent’s Paris.” 
looping groundstxokes. In the second singles match, 


the first set, but came back in tbe world. toe world's no. 2-rank ed player, 

second set and bolted to a 5-2 Eight-seeded Caverzasio, rank- Edberg conceded he wasn’t 
lead. ed 39th, defeated Angeliki going all out, pointing out the 

Garrison, 26, is paired with her KaaeUopoulou of Greece 6-1, 7- French Open starts next week, 
regular partner, Lori McNeil, 5. “I didn’t intend on showing my 

against Sanchez Vicario and Mar- Caverzasio waited for the best tennis here,” said Edberg. 
tinez in a doubles match. opportune moment before M m show my best tennis in 

The reverse singles was to be attacking against her opponent’s Paris.” 
played Saturday afternoon ax tbe looping grmmdstrokes. In the second singles match, 

day coorti of tbe Manuel Santana “I have unp r o ved my play and Argentina's Alberto Mandni de- 
temtis centre in this Mcdrterra- I feel I can keep toe ball in play (bated Swedish Jonas Svensson 
nean resort. The ozganisen, who longer and be more patient,” said 64,6-2. 

hope to make fee tournament an the 17-year-old Italian. Javier Frana teamed with 

annual event, have not revealed In Bologna, Italy, unseeded Christian Minius&i in the doubles 
the prize money or appearance Frenchman Thierry Tnlasne up- to beat Edberg and Magnus Gus- 
tos paid to the players. set third-seeded Jaime Yzaga of tafsson 6-3, 7-6 (7-2). 

In toe earlier match, Capriati Peru in straight sets Thursday to In Yugoslavia’s 3-0 sweep of 
lost a to put Martinez earn a quarterfinal berth in the Austria, Goran Ivanisevic defe- 

away in two sets when she netted • $225,000 Bologna international aied Oliver Fuchs 64, 6-2 and 
a forehand at match point in the tournament. Goran Prpic overpowered Alex- 


World tide fights featuring Au- 
stralians Jeff Fenech and Jeff 
Harding have both been resche- 
duled to July, promoter Bill 
Mordey announced Friday. 

Manley said three-time world 
champion Fenech now would 
fight Juan Laporre of Puerto Rico 
to fee vacant Worid Boxing 
Conncil (WBC) super- 
featherweight title at the Sydney 
Entertainment Centre on July 21. 

That fight was originally sche- 
duled to May 26, but had to be 
postponed when Fenech was 
s t ri ck en with a m yst ery virus. He 
is still recovering from that illness 
and will not resume training until 
next week. 

Harding will defend his WBC 
Hghi-heavyweight tide against 
Detroit-based Englishman De- 
rmis Andries, die former tide 
holder, at the National Tennis 
Centre in Melbourne cm July 28. 

That contest was dated first to 


a forehand at match point in the tournament. Goran Prpic overpowered Alex- 

12th game. Second-seeded Swiss Marc ender Antonitsch 6-’, 

Martinez held serve to poll Rosset also qualified fox the qnar- In fee ujcbleu r_,c>., 
even at 6-6, then took d re tie- terfinab of tire day-court com- dan Zivojinovic and Prpic defe- 
break 7-4. It was fee first .time petition by downing unseeded ated Fuchs and Thomas Buch- 
Capriati faced Martinez since Argentine Hondo De La Pena in maver 7-6 (7-2), 6-3. 
turning pro in March. three sets. irrajars, 

Capriati broke the ninth- Tnlasne, 26, a strong clay court seeded Rachel McUufeio was 
ranked Martinez to open the player, defeated the younger ousted Thursday by Karen Quen- 
thhd set and went up 2-0 before Peruvian opponent 6-2, 64 in a tree of France in the $150,000 
Martinez raffed to win the next second-round match. Strasbourg Open women's tennis 

three games. Yzaga, 22, became the fifth of tournament. 

But after Martinez took a 6-5 the' seeded players eliminated Qnentrec beat fee Australian, 
lead in fee set and went up from the Italian clay-court 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (£6). 

Also in the second-round, top- 
seeded Isabel Cueto of West Ger- 
many won easily, 6-1, 6-0 over 

„ - . . French qualifier Valerie Batut. 

June 2, then to June 30, hot had Laporte «held the WBC feato- Manon Bollegraf, the no. 3 
to be po stponed first because erweight tide between 1982-84. seed from the Netherlands 
Harding suffered a cut eye in He has a 36-9 professional re- downed Alexia Dechaume of 
training and then because of tele- cord, but never has been stopped France, 6-2, 6-3 and Bulgarian 
vision commitments. inside fed dfaance. Laporte holds Hena Pampoulova beat Amcr- 

Botb Australians are unbeaten fee North American Boring Fed- fean Audra Keller, 64, 64. 


12th game. 


turning pro in March. 

Capriati broke the ninth- 


Fenech, Harding fights resume in July 

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — June 2, then to June 30, bnt had Lapartejhdd the WBC featb- 


as professionals. 

Fenech, the former Intema- 


ention tide. 

The winner of the Fenecb- 


tkrnal Boxing Federation ban- Laporte bout will have to defend 
tamwdght champion and WBC the title within 90 days against 
super-bsntamwidght and forth- former champion Azumah Nei- 
erweight kingpin is 24-0 but has son of Ghana, who relinquished it 
recently been affected by hand to move up for an unsuccessful 
injuries. crack at lightweight champion 

New York-based veteran PcroeO Whitaker. 


AJKSUCAM CHURCH 

Services in English this Sunday 
8 a.m. - Holy Communion .. 

6:30 r Confirmation and Communion 
Celebrant: Bishop Samir Kafity 

Tel: 628543 


■ •?«] 
SMI 


/MANY VILLAS ANDl 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani. Sweifieh. 
Atidoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

Fbr mors information 
plaaaa call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Waal Real Estate 
Tel: 810809. 810605 


CAR FOR SALE 


Volvo 244 GLE 1981. Duty paid, excellent condition, full 
options. 

FOr more Information please call tel: 688888 




Salim Saad Honarary Consul of Ireland cordially 
invites all Irish citizens and Irish ethnic groups to a 
reception in honour of 

Mrs. Haora Hlllery wife of H.E. The President 
of Ireland 

At ML Nebo Resthouse on Sunday May 27, 1990 
17:30 to 19:30 Hps 

There will be a mesa at ML Nebo Shrine at 
1930 hr*. 


Centre 

Wishes to advise ail its 
clients of its new 


address. 


New telephone no 
698488 



CONCORD 


Teh 677420 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 


Cinema 



NUOUM 


Saeed Saleh/ 8 amir 
. Qhanem/Younla 
Shalabl 
In 


Tel: 675571 


ftri on na nen: 3-J0, 6.15, 8-JO, 1030 
Friday A Saadsy extra •bow at 21:00 mm . 


anc ”“ PLAZA Tcl: 699238 


HOT MOVES 


Perform**** 3-J0, fcJ5, 10:30 
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Bush to tell Gorbachev united 
Germany should belong to NATO 


Gorbachev candidate withdraws 
from Russian presidential race 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bosh said Thursday 
that he feels one of his chief 
missions at nest week's summit is 
to “try to convince” Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev that , a 
unified Germany should belong 
to NATO. 

"We'll sit down, he'll teO me 
his views and I will tell him that 
he has absolutely nothing to fear 
from that formulation,” Bush 
said in an interview with ZDF, a 
German television network. 

“Historically, they’ve seen 
NATO as an enemy. And we’ve 
seen the Soviets as an enemy. 
Today, the enemy, in my view, is 
instability, unpredictability (and) 
lack of confidence in each other.” 

In a separate interview with the 
BBC, British television, Bush 
said that the impasse in the Soviet 
Union over the fate of Lithuania 


Ryzhkov 
may resign 
over 
reforms 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov indi- 
cated Friday he would quit if he 
failed to secure backing for his 
radical package to transform the 
Soviet economy into a market 
system. 

“If there is no confidence in the 
government, then a new govern- 
ment will have to start work," 
Ryzhkov told a news conference, 

“If I see there is no trust from 
the people, then I will not go 
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LbJica] p;o-refonn deputies in 
the parliament have denounced 
lie Tcrrjnme, saying it would 
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vote of no confidence in the 
government. 

Ryzhkov has pledged that key 
elements of the platform, particu- 
larly steep price increases, will be 
put to public discussion and poss- 
ibly a national referendum. 

He told reporters that panic 
buying had already begun in 
much of the country and 
appealed for calm, particularly m 
view of a three-fold rise in bread 
prices due to be introduced in 
stages from July 1. 

“We understand that several 
negative phenomena have begun 
to appear. Hus wave, in connec- 
tion with bread and bread- pro- 
ducts, has rolled through half the 
country," he said. 

“Someone gets worried here, 
someone begins to understand 
(that prices are going to go up), 
and now the wave has readied 
Moscow. I appeal for restraint 
and calm in this matter,” Ryzh- 
kov added. 

Yuri Maslyukov, bead of the 
State Planning Commission. Gos- 
pian, which has been the lunch- 
ping of the centrally planned eco- 
nomy for decades, said the orga- 
nisation would cease to function 
once the market economy was in 
place. 

"In die conditions of a market 
economy there will be no Gos- 
plan. There will be a Ministry of 
the Economy with its functions 
and obligations," said Mas- 
lyukov, who is also a Soviet depu- 
ty prime minister. 


and other Baltic states continues 
to cast a pall over the superpower 
summit. 

“There’s a doud of tendon 
because of the Baltic states," 
Bush said. “I determined a long 
tune ago that it was impo rt a nt 
that this summit meeting go for- 
ward and be successful. 

“And yet I would be mislead- 
ing yon if I didn't say that the 
inability to get dialogue going 
there between the Lithuanians 
and the Soviets does cause a lot of 
concern to a lot of us here in the 
United States.” 

Both interviews were con- 
ducted in the White House 
Thursday afternoon, after Bush 
addressed some of the same 
topics at a morning news confer- 
ence. The White House released 
transcripts of both interviews. 

In the interview with German 


TV, Bush was asked what he 
might do at the May 31-June 3' 
summit to make die notion of a 
unified Germany inside NATO 
more palatable to Gorbachev. 

“I feel (it is) incumbent on me 
to try to convince Mr. Gorbachev 
that there is no threat to the 
Soviet Union with a unified Ger- 
many and with a U.S. presence 
and with Germany as a full mem- 
ber of NATO.” 

“Now the Soviets don’t agree 
with what I’ve just said,” Bush 
said. 

But he said he intended to 
engage the Soviet leader into a 
.“full discussion” of the German 
unity question. 

In the same interview. Bush 
said be was “a little dis- 
appointed" that talks over cutting 
the levels of troops and tanks in 
Europe had seemed to bog down. 


“I thought we would have the 
agreement further along,” he 
said. 

“We’ve got some big problems 
here. But we also have a lot of 
common ground,” he told the 
German TV interviewer. 

Asked b y the B BC if he be- 
lieved that Gorb ac hev would sur- 
vive politically, Bush said: Tm 
inclined to think the answer to 
your question is yes. But it is not 
my role as the president of the 
United States to try to sort out 
who should lead the Soviet Un- 
ion.” 

“In Mr. Gorbachev, I see a 
man who has presided over 
dramatic changes jn Eastern 
Europe that benefit freedom and 
benefit mankind,” Bush said. 
“And so I give him credit for 
that.” 


Lithuanians discuss Gorbachev 
threat of presidential rule 


MOSCOW (AP) — Leading 
Lithuanian lawmakers discussed 
a threat Friday by Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev to im- 
pose his rule on the Baltic repub- 
lic unless they shelve their inde- 
pendence declaration, a Lithua- 
nian spokesman said. 

Gorbachev told four Lithua- 
nian legislators Thursday that he 
would lift a crippling embargo 
and reimburse the republic for 
losses it caused if the 2-month-old 
declaration of independence were 
suspended, said Vaidotas Anta- 
naitis, an observer member of 
Lithuania’s legislature. 

The presidium of the republic’s 
r ySicsr* set iu execrate scarce 
Friday in Vilnius — Lithuania's 
capital — to hear a report on the 
meeting with Gorbachev, Anta- 
va y. 

file 24- member presidium, 
headed by Lithuanian President 
Vytantus Landsbergjs, sets par- 
liament's agenda and has a strong 
influence on how legislation is 
handled. 


The Soviet leader said 
Lithuania could win independ- 
ence in two years if it follows 
Kremlin procedure, Antanaitis 
said. 

But Gorbachev also threatened 
to impose presidential rale on 
Lithuania if it did not freeze the 
independence declaration, Anta- 
naitis said, which would be a 
major escalation of the test of 
wills between the Kremlin and 
Lithuania. But Antanaitis said 
Gorbachev did not spefi out what 
measures be taken under pres- 
idential rule. 

The four legislators who spoke 
with' Gorbachev told him that 
Lithuania is unlikely to agree to 
his demand. 

Gorbachev also tried to con- 
vince them that his reforms “in 
several years will ma^e the Soviet 
Union so different, you wQl want 
to come back,” Antanaitis said. 

In March, Soviet lawmakers 
a pproved legislation establishing 
a new powerful presidency and 
granted the chief executive au- 


thority to impose presidential 
rule in restive republics. 

The possibilities indude dis- 
banding Lithuania's parliament 
— its first freely elected legisla- 
ture in 50 years — replacing the 
Lithuanian government with 
Moscow-appointed officials, and 

im posing martial few. 

According to Antanaitis, Gor- 
bachev said Lithuania must 
freeze its declaration of inde- 
pendence while negotiations on 
economic, military and trans- 
portation issues are conducted. 

The embargo has caused a se- 
vere fuel shortage and already 
thrown 19,000 Lithuanians out of 
work. Gas sales to private cars 
were halted Wednesday. 

Officials in the republic have 
said that as of Friday only 
emergency vehicles can get fuel. 

Lithuanian, Estonian and Lat- 
vian leaders have said they are 
willing to compromise but will 
not surrender their goal of seced- 
ing from the Soviet Union • 


Liberia claims recapture of 
Buchanan Port from rebels 


ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — 
Liberian President Samuel Doe 
has claimed his forces recaptured 
the strategic port of Buchanan, a 
Liberian missionary radio stati- 
son said. 

Elwa Radio, monitored in this 
neighbouring capital, quoted a 
Ministry of Information release 
as saying government troops 
“have recaptured the port of 
Buchanan...” 

The radio went on to say that 
“President Doe... confirmed re- 
ports of the successes made by 
die government troops in Grand 
Bassa County. The president said 
that the victory of the Liberian 
soldiers is a clear indication that 
the aiined forces are on their way 
to wiping out the remaining re- 
bels in Liberia.” 

No independent confirmation 
of the government claim was im- 
mediately available. 

Rebels of the National Patrio- 
tic Front led by Charles Taylor, a 
former Doe aide, invaded Liberia 
from its northeastern border with 


Ivory Coast on Dec. 24. 

Doe’s troops had been unable 
to halt the advance of the rebels, 
who attacked the southern Atlan- 
tic Ocean pent of Buchanan Sun- 
day. 

The capture of Buchanan, 80 
kilometres by from Liberia’s 
main international airport and 
140 kilometres from the capital, 
was a major victory for the re- 
bels. 

It is die country’s main port 
and exit point for iron ore, which 
earns more than 70 per cent of 
the country's foreign currency. 
The mine itself, in northern Nim- 
ba County, was captured by re- 
bels last week. 

The government only con- 
firmed Buchanan had been cap- 
tured Wednesday, saying it would 
retake the town but wanted to 
minimise casualties. 

Meanwhile, wives of some 10 
men beheaded in Monrovia, the 
Liberian capital, Thursday linked 
the killings of tribalism and the 
guerrilla war. 


The United States, Liberia’s 
main foreign aid donor, conde- 
mned die violence and called on 
the government to “vigorously 
pursue” those responsible. 

“As a dose friend of Liberia, 
we call upon all Liberians to end 
the ethnically related violence 
that has placed Monrovia and its 
environs in the grip erf fear,” die 
U.S. embassy said ina st a teme n t. 

Wives of die victims, many of 
whom were soldiers, told the 
Daily Observer newspaper that 
their husbands all were Gio and 
Mano, the two dominant tribes in 
Nimba County. Many rebels are 
Gio and Mano. 

The women said the men were 
taken by force from Che homes at 
night or under the pretense of 
being called for army duties. 

One of die women told die 
newspaper that people who 
abducted her husband from his 
home told hen “Don’t cry on my 
name. Cry on Charles Taylor’s 
iname. We will finish yon before 
the rebels come” to Monrovia. 


Roh tells Japan to be a good neighbour 


TOKYO (Agencies) — South 
Korean President Roh Tae-Woo 
said Friday Japan must recognise 
why Koreans still felt bitter over 
their country’s colonial sufferings 
and that Japan must start acting 
like a good neighbour. 

“I believe you find it difficult to 
understand the heartache of a 
Korean child who was whipped 
by his teacher for using his own 
name, not the Japanese name 
imposed on him, and for using his 
native language," Roh told par- 
liament in Tokyo in a reminder of 
Japan's harsh occupation of 
Korea between 1910 and 1945. 

“There must be true under- 
standing between our two peo- 
■plcs on the basis of truth,” said 
Rob, the first South Korean head 
of state to address the chamber. 
“Now we have an opportunity to 
break off the shackles of the past 
and dean up negative residues of 
what went on in bygone days.” 

He added: “I am visiting Japan 
in the conviction that now is the 
time for our two nations to dis- 
play genuine mutual respect and 
understanding, and become next- 
door neighbours in spirit as well 
as geographically. ” 

Assemblymen stood to applaud 
Roh when be left the chamber. 

On Thursday Emperor Akihito 
told Roh at a banquet that he 
“deeply regretted” the sufferings 
Japan caused to the Korean peo- 
ple. Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
went a step farther and offered a 
formal apology for that period. 

Roh is only the second South 
Korean president to come to 


Japan, after Chun Doo Hwan in 
1984. Many South Koreans were 
carefully watching for the word- 
ing and sincerity of Akihito’s 
statement as an indication of the 
success of Rob’s visit. 

Seoul newspapers Friday said 
the emperor’s words were accept- 
able as an apology, but called on 
Tokyo to translate them into ac- 
tion to improve the treatment of 
Japan's 630.000-strong Korean 
community. 

“Unprecedented sincerity... on 
the surface, unhappy past re- 
solved,” read a headline in the 
Hankook II bo. “Foundation laid 
for relations as North East Asian 
partners.” 

But the daily added: “Transla- 
tion of the apology into action, 
rather than rhetoric, is the key to 
friendly relations.” Many Ko- 
reans now in Japan were shipped 
there decades ago as slave labour, 
others are their descendants. 
They complain they are the ob- 
jects of daily discrimination. 

In his speech broadcast live 
nationwide, Roh asked Japan to 
open its domestic market to 
South Korean exports as it had 
done for U.S. and European 
goods and services. He said he 
hoped Japan would step up the 
transfer to Seoul of advanced 
technology and basic science 
know-how. 

Roh said Japan’s exports to 
South Korea, which stood at a 
mere $200 nriffion in 1965, topped 
$17 billion last year. “It can be 
dearly seen that Korea's develop- 
ment contributes to Japan’s 


prosperity also,” he added. 

Roh predicted that the Korean 
peninsula would be reunified 
peacefully within the next de- 
cade, and said that, meanwhile, 
Seoul had no wish to isolate the 
rival Communist government of 
North Korea. 

The president ended his re- 
marks on a visionary note, saying 
he hoped the day would come 
when young Japanese could 
travel by undersea tunnel to 
Korea, meet Korean friends in’ 
Seoul and go together to Peking, 
Moscow, Paris and London. 

Even members of Japan’s 
Socialist and Communist parties 
were in parliament to hear Roh’s 
speech. Six years ago, during 
Chun’s visit, the leftist parties 
boycotted formal ceremonies 
saying Chnn was a military dicta- 
tor. 

Roh was scheduled to meet 
later with Japanese business lead- 
ers and to bold a second meeting 
with Kaifo. 

He heads for home Saturday, 
stopping over in the Japanese city 
of Osaka to meet re p re s e n tatives 
of the large Korean community 
there. 

South Korea Friday called for 
Koreans to put aside memories of 
harsh Japanese rule and accept 
belated Japanese expressions of 
regret. 

But not all Koreans were will- 
ing to accept the Japanese emper- 
or’s professed regret for 35 yemrs 
of brutal rale. Dissidents and 
opposition lawmakers accused 
Japan of “diplomatic rhetoric.” 


Korean leaders, pragmatically 
looking toward future relations 
with its neighbouring country, 
said it was time to “untie the knot 
on the past.” 

“We should dear away dregs of 
the dark past, pat the past behind 
us,” said a statement issued by 
presidential spokesman Lee Soo- 
Jong. 

Bitter and emotional memories 
of the 1910-1945 colonial rule of 
Japan have long played a signifi- 
cant role in relations between 
South Korea and Japan. 

South Korean President Roh 
Tae-Woo’s three-day state visit to 
Tokyo is the second by a South. 
Korean head of gov ernm ent since 
the two nations established rela- 
tions in 1965. It was c o ntrover si al 
among many Koreans who de- 
manded Japanese Emperor Aki- 
hito apolojpse for his nation’s 
militaristic past. 

Thousands of radical students 
staged violent anti- Japanese pro- 
tests Thursday, burning Japanese 
flags and d emandi ng Roh cancel 
hk “humiliating” visit to Tokyo. 
Elderly citizens staged noisy pro- 
tests for 10 days in front of the 
Japanese embassy, culminating in 
an attempted suicide. 

“I think the Japanese govern- 
ment has made tremendous 
efforts to satisfy our position,” 
said Vice Foreign Minister Yoo 
Chong-Ha. He said the govern- 
ment viewed the remarks as a 
sign that Japan “intends to seek a 
new, future-oriented relationship 
and pot an end to foe legacy of 
tibe past.” 


MOSCOW (AP) — ■ Hie with- 
drawal Friday of the Russian 
presidential candidate backed by 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev boosted 
radical reformer Boris N. Yehsin. 

The Soviet News Agency, 
TASS did not explain why Rus- 
sian Premier Aleksander V. Vla- 
sov pulled out, but reported tur 
withdrawal had been announced 
at the Congress of fiw Russian 
Federation. The congress will 
elect the president. 

Vlasov’s withdrawal was 
announced shortly after Yeltsin 
delivered a well-received speech 
pledging that if elected president 
of the Soviet Union's hugest re- 
public, he would defend it from 
Moscow’s meddling, but r e frain , 
from darfiiwg with Gorbachev. 

“I am for businesslike rela- 
tions, dialogue and negotiations 
with the president and the gov- 
ernment, but qn the principle that 
Russia’s sovereignty is not dam- 
aged,” Yeltsin told the Russian 


His white hair gleaming under 
file bright fights and bass voice 
booming through the hall of the 
great Kremlin Palace, Yelstin 
pressed a radical platform for 
bringing the Russian Republic 
“ont of crisis.” 

He was competing Friday 
against ax other candidates for 
support from the 1,059 members 
of the congress. 

Yeltsin left the podium to pro- 
longed applause. Deputies in the 
Kremlin’s corridors said they 


Religious 
rows burst 
into Peru 
presidential 
campaign 

LIMA (R) — Religious rows 
have burst into Peru’s presiden- 
tial election campaign bandy two 
weeks before votes choose be- 
tween an agnostic and a Catholic 
backed by Protestant Evangelists. 

The Roman Catholic Church 
this week attacked Evangelists 
who have tried to drum- up votes 
from the pulpit for independent 
candidate Alberto Fujimori. The 
Evangelists have also denounced 
aspects of CathoHrism. 

The controversy is swilling 
around Fujimori's campaign at a 
time when he faces charges of tax 
evasion and has sagged in opinion 
polls before file Jane 10 run-off 
election against centre-right 
novelist Mano Vargas LJosa. 

Political analysts said the row 
revealed ugly biases just beneath 
the surface of Peruvian society, in 
much the same way that Fujimor- 
i's Japanese ancestry provoked a 
racist backlash among some sup- 
porters of Vargas Lfosa early in 
the campaign. 

Fujimori has won the support 
of flourishing Evangelical sects 
attracted by his calls for hard 
work and honesty in government. 
His running mate for second vice- 
president, Carlos Garcia, is for- 
mer president of the National 
Evangelical Council. 

But Catholic leaders, repre- 
senting the 90 per cent of the 
Peruvians who call themselves 
Catholic, accuse groups like the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses ^nd 
Seventh-Day Adventists of going 
too far. 

Bible-thumping Evangelical 
preachers, with growing follow- 
ing among the poor, have called 
on their parishioners to vote for 
Fujimori from the pulpit, often 
■a tta cking Catholic icons like file 
Virgin Mary in the same sermons. 

Lima Archbishop Augusto 
Vargas Atzamora issued an open 
letter Tuesday alerting Catholics 
to “the insidious campaign un- 
leashed against our faith by so- 
called Evangelical groups which 
do not respond to the Christian 
tradition.” 

Without referring to Fujimori 
by name, Vargas Alzamora ac- 
cused Evangelists of wounding 
“the religious feeling of the 
majority of our people on the 
basis of the political power (the 
Evangelists) have reached...” 

Hie letter raised a storm of 
controversy. “The holy war is 
unleashed,” read a banner head- 
line in the Lima newspaper El 
Nadonal. 

Lay groups indirectly affirmed 
that good Catholics could not 
vote for Fujimori. One issued a 
stat emen t saying that “to vote for 
those backed by sects contrary to 
the Catholic Church... would be 
to vote against the Catholic con- 
science.” 

The church’s reaction has cast 
it in the ironic position of appear- 
ing to back a self-declared agnos- 
tic, Vargas LJosa. 

Fujimori, whose Japanese Im- 
migrant parents converted to 
Catholicism from Buddhism, has 
declined to comment d irec t ly on 
the sucfabbshop’s letter. But leftist 
pdfitidaiis who support him cal- 
led on the church to back off. 


Boris Yettstac 

thought Yeltsin’s speech had con- 
siderably increased his chances to 
gain the 531 votes needed to win 
the republic’s presidency, but it 
was still hard to teO if he would 
make h. 

Yeltsin was deposed as Mos- 
cow party chief after dashing 
with Gorbachev, but his popular- 
ity among Muscovites was proven 
when be won election to the 
national parliament. 

He presented a point-by-point 
progr amm e on bow he would 
fight for Russia’s sovereignty, un- 
leash market forces, increase 
housing and flood the stores with 
consumer goods. 

He blasted file government 
pr o gr amm es for a transition to a 
market econo my presented by 
Premier Nikolai Ryzhkov Hum- 


day, saying it had “already cre- 
ated panic in. fiie stores today.” 
The first phase of the govern- 
ment’s programme is a sharp 
increase in bread prices slated for 
July 1. 

Prices for other foods were to 
doable starting Jan: 1. La ter , a 
new taxation- system and bank 
interest rates' far higher than the 2 
per cent now charged and paid 
would be introduced and some 
state enterprises would become 
private firms. 

Yeltsin backed an alternative 
pro gram me involving sale of gov- 
ernment property, more liberal 
laws on ownership and foreign 
loans to achieve the transition 
without “everything falling on the 
shoulders of the people.” 
During a question-and-answer 
session, he was asked several 
times about bis relations with 
Gorbachev, who entered the hall 
halfway through the speech. Yelt- 
sin, formerly Gorbachev’s pro- 
tege, has become his nemesis in 
the last two ’ years, blaming him 
in public for “halfway reforms.” 
On Wednesday, Gorbachev 
attacked Yeltsin’s programme, 
accusing, him of calling for the- 
“breakup of the Soviet Union.” 
But Yeltsin said their personal 
relationship would not influence 
their interaction as presidents. 

The post of president of the 
Russian Republic is new. Gor- 
bachev’s powers as president of 
the 15-repubiic Soviet Union re- 
cently were expanded. ■ 
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NATO sharply slashes 
war games in Europe 



MONS, Belgium (AP) — NATO 
has acknowledged reduced East- 
West tensions by sharply reduc- 
ing the frequency and size of the 
war games it will conduct in 
Europe in the coming yean, 1 the 
alliance's chief military comman- 
der says. 

U.S. Gen. John R. Galvin, the 
supreme allied commander in 
Europe, said authorities have be- 
gun using co m p u ters and other 
high-tech equipment to stimulate 
manoeuvres and make up for the 
loss of field work. 

“We have cut down sig ni fic a nt- 
ly on fiie amount of noise, man- 
oeuvre damage (and) general 
bother, and yet we have accom- 
plished our exercises to train to 
the standards that are required,” 
he said in an interview Thursday 
at his official residence in Moos, 
about 60 kilometres southwest of 
Brussels. 

A new report by file North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) shows that authorities 
have cancelled or trimmed 47 per 
cent of the approximately 100 
exercises that will begin late this 
year and ran over three years in 
Europe. 

Ten major manoeuvres have 
been scrapped; 22 exercises have 
been combined, and an addition- 
al 22 have been reduced, it said. 

Some exercises held annually 
now will take place every three 
yean. 

Fewer tanks and other heavy 
equipment will be used. 

The report estimated the slim- 
mer training schedule would 
mean an annual savings of about 
$21 million in property damage in 
West Germany. Heavy tanks tear 
up farmers 1 fields and cut into 
roads used in the manoeuvre. 

The number of soldiers 
assigned to large-scale man- 
oeuvres in Northern and Central 
Europe already has been cut in 
half, according to the report. 

The United States, for exam- 
ple, sent 118,750 soldiers to a key 
exercise in Europe in 1988. This 
year, 88,750 soldiers showed up. 


Some 32,000 troops practised 
in a large-scale British man- 
oeuvre in 1987, but only 7,000 
were on the field last year. 

Galvin said that senior officers 
can use computer simulati ons erf 
crisis situations to get their train- 
ing. Smaller units, often swal- 
lowed up in the tag manoeuvres, 
get more chances to ran through 
drilb and perfect their skills. 

“Hus is better training than we 
had before,” he said. 

“Tm not trying to whitewash a 
reduction in training by saying we 
still get better training,” he said. 
“I could prove it to any profes- 
skmaL” 

The changes are part of many 
that will be made in NATO in the 
co ming months to reflect reduced 
East-West military tensio ns. 

“People don't want big exer- 
cises because the looming threat 
of an immediate war has les- 
sened,” said Galvin. 

He also said that under a new 
Irian to ease response times in 
war, quick-reaction combat 
planes will remain at full alert, 
but some front-line soldiers will 
have twice as long to react to an 
enemy attack. 

The response times of air and 
ground forces in Western Europe 
could be relaxed further if the 
Soviet Union polled more troops 
out of Eastern Europe, he said. 

“There is no use keeping as 
many people snugged right up 
dose on response times unless it’s 
absolutely necessary,” he said. 
“With the changes (in Eastern 
Europe), it’s not quite as neces- 
sary.” 

The new response tunes — the 
amount of tim e it takes a unit of 
soldiers to react to an enemy 
attack — go into effect on July L 

In Europe, all ground and most 
air forces, including helicopters 
and surface-to-air-missile units 
will be affected by the changes, 
Galvin said. 

There will be no easing of the 
reaction time for full-alert inter- 
ceptors , which have only a few 
m i n u t es notice to be in the air to 
fend off an attack. 







Suicide bomber kills 4 in 
Colombian drug capital 


MEDELLIN, Colombia (R) — A 
suicide bomber detonated a 
powerful car bomb when he was’ 
stopped by police in the Col- 
ombian drag capital erf Medellin 
Thursday, killing hims elf and at 
least three others, police said. 

The bomb exploded outside a 
luxury hotel, setting three cars on 
fire, blowing a trig crater in toe 
road and shattering windows in 
the hotel, a Renter correspon- 
dent staying in the hotel said. A 
burst water-main spurted water 
into fiie air. 

The bomb, estimated to con- 
tain between 60 and 80 kilograms 
of explosives, went off three days 
before Sunday’s presidential elec- 
tions. Hie government says 
powerful cocaine barons, waging 
a nine-month-old war on the 
state, are plotting to disrupt the 
peril. 

The elections will decide toe 
future of President Virgilio Bar- 
co’s crackdown on the drag- 
barons which has provoked a 
wave of retaliatory bombings and. 

a j B UMa ft natifHin . 

In a s ep ar a te attack, gunmen 


killed a policeman guarding the 
Medellin offices of toe Liberal 
Party, police said. Drag barons 
have threatened to kill Liberal 
candidate Cesar Gaviria, who is 
expected to win Sunday’s elec- 
tions with a tough anti-chug plat- 
form. 

The nephew erf a Liberal sena- 
tor was shot dead by gunmen 200 
kilometres north of Medellin, loc- 
al officials said. 

Police said a driver detonated 
the bomb when police stopped his 
car at a checkpoint outside the 
Intercontinental Hotel in a weal- 
thy, suburb of MedeOin. 

A police sergeant was about to 
search the vehicle when the bomb 
exploded, kffl ing toe sergeant, 
who was blown six metres. The 
bomber was killed instantly. 

Police said another two ptaple 
died and 10 were wounded, in- 
cluding five police officers. 

The car bomb caused carnage 
in the street outside the hotel. A 
man with a hand blown off cams 
up to a photograp he r pleading for 
help. Another man who had lost 
a foot lay in the rend screaming. 
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